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T be Epiſile 
lick Church , and Commu- 
nion of Saints. And there 
can be no hope of Uni- 
ty , except all Chriſtians 
will agree to come under 
that Antient and uniform 
Government of Biſhops : 
F believe all the wiſdom of | 
the (Chriſtian ) World will | 
never diſcover any more 
probable Expedient to com- 
pole our Diſtractions. 


But my Lord: we dwell 
amongſt men who are ene; 
mies to Peace and Govern- 
ment ; Men who will have no | 
Lords over them, but thoſe 


Grand | 


Deadicatory, 
Grand -Sultans of private 
fancie- and Intereſt ; Men 
who under the notion of 
_ Chriſtian liberty, would in- 
troduce a Barbariſm ; for 
fach Epiphanias accounts an 
ungovernable Humour, 
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| Thefe men are exactly of 

the temper of the Donatian 
Schiſmaticks , of whom St. 
Auguſtine tells us, that they $. 4g. 
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T he Epiſtle 
Sainted Fukan the Apo- 
ſtate for his I oleration, and 
malign'd - Conſtantine 'and 

 Theodofins for their penal | 
Laws. Tunc Conflantnus | 
prior contra partem Dona- | 
ti ſeveriſiomam legem aedit. 
Hunc wmitati Fils ejus 8a- 
lia praceperunt. Quibus (fuc- | 
cedens Fulianur deſertor Chri- | 
fii & tnimicus , ſupplican- | 
tibus veſirs Ropatiano UF | 
Tonti , libertatem 'perditto- | 
mi party Donati permiſit. 
Denique tunc reddidit Bafili- 
eas Hereticy, quando Tem- 
pla Demonin, eo modo pu- 
tans ( briſlianum nomen poſſe 

per ire 


Deacatory. 
perire de Terns , fi Unita- 
ti Ecoleſſue , de qua dapſus 
fuerat, invideret, &* ſaont- 
legas difſenſiones hiberas eſſe 
permitteret : hac erat | &fus 
| predicanda juſittia , quam ſup- 
| plicantes 'Lionatiſke Ropatia- 
| nus &f Pontius landaverunt. 
Dicentes chommi Apoſtate, quod 
apud eum, ;fola ;uftitia baberet 


locum. 


T bis little Treatiſe which 
TI now humbly dedicate -to 
your Lord{mp , 1s direct 
| Antipodes to thele mens 
prinaples; and -I eaſily;fore- 
law , the publiſhing ſo fe- 


vero 


The Eviftle k 
vere a Truth | would -cer- 
tainly expoſe me. to the, out- 
cries. and calumnies of : thoſe 


men , whom” 1 adjuoged | 


Schilmaticks. 


| My Lord ito your Ho- 
nour that you 'are an-excel- | 
lent Governour, one who | 
have conſcientiouſly obſery'd 
that Apoſtolick Canon : to 


* Rule with Diligence , and | 


not to think: it Prudence to 
be perjurd. * Ir is my feli- | 
city that I am under your | 
Paternal inſpe&tion ---:and 
when I] ſaw that ſome of 
the old Engliſh Circumcel- 


liones | 


Dedicatory. 
liones did purſue me with 
clamours and threatnings , 
[ thought your Lordſhips 
Patronage was the moſt 
proper, and neareſt San-. 
cuary | could flie to upon 
earth, 


There is nothing to re- 
commend the Book, or the 
Author , to your Lordſhips 
favour , but only a true 
Engliſh integrity; for my 
Conſcience aflures me, that 
| am free from all foraign 
Tin&ures , either of Rome 
or Ceneva. 


But 


The Epiſile 


But yet the Dottor ( who 
is your Lord{bips Antago- 
niſt . as. well as nune) does 
loudly | clamour me as an 
Iawaduder of popery. Could 
} be convinc'd that there 
is any thing in this Book 


that - ſerves - the ends of | 


what is juſtly calld a Po- 
piſh Intereſt, 1 would (be 
Execytioner my lelf, and 
with my own hands commit 


it [to the fire. My Lard, 


we are under a VEFY pnhap- 
oF} Dilemma, WC muſt ether 
Renounce our Epriicapacy , 


and Prieſthood ; or incur 


the 
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| Dedicatory. 

the ſuſpicton of P opery by 
aſſerting our ſelves to be a 
Catholick Charch, I -do 
Renounce all the Popith 
Decrees and Articles of | the 
Council of Trent , with as 
| much ſincerity as I do 
| abjure the Scottiſh Cove- 
| nant; and that 1 aflare 
| your Lordſhip, I do with 
a _ very ſerious abhor- 

rence. | eos Mets 


| But the Doflor hath Der 

ſwaded_ his Profelytes, thac I 
| am a deligner of rank Pope- 
| ry ; and your Lordſhip 
| knows when the Factions ſet 
a mark 


T he Epiſhe + 
a mark upon a man, it be- 
comes ( as to them) an inde- 
leble | Character. Fanatick 
Jealouſies and Opinions are | 
like the old Perſian Statutes, | 


unalterable. 


F is not now all my pro- 
reſtations againſt, nor ab-- | 
jurattons of Popery will ever | 


purge me from theſe: mens 


ſuſpicions ; nay I believe. 


their Jealouſies are {o obſti- 
nate and incutable , that 


tho I had a Proteſtant Teſti-' | 
monial ſubſcrib'd by Saint. | 
Michael, and Gabriel, and- | 


all the Bierarchy of Heaven, . 


It 
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it ny not paſs for a Cer. 
tificate with the Dofor. or 
| his Diſciples. Neither the 
| dying Vows, nor the Books, 
| nor the Blood of Charles the 
firſt; and Arch-biſhop Laud, 


| cald_ zver take off that 
| black” ning ſtain of Popery, 
| which theſe mens fancies had 
| created. 


| , Therefore I Reſolve to 
| diſregard all Clamours a- 
| broad , and to be happy and 
contend with my own In- 
| nocence at Home. The 
greateſt Honour I covet from 
without, 1s, that your Lord- 


ſhip 


' The Epiſtle, 
ſhip would own me as | am 
lincerely, 


My Lord, 


A True Son of the Re- 
formed Church of 
England, and 


Tour moſt humble Servant, 
and obedient Presbyzrer, 


' Rox, ConoLD. 


6. Kalend. 
April 
IG7Ts 
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READER 


SY Ben formiſts (tending to vin- 
ca ex dicate them from Schiſm ) 
ES came to my hands long after 
its Edition, and then by accident too: But 
the Schiſm being ſtill continued, 1 bope 
you will not think it too Late, or Imper- 
tinent to publiſh theſe Animadverſions 
upon that Tratt. Now, ſhould T proteſt 
againſt all Vanity , and Popularity ; 
diſavow all Intereſt, and Siniſter deſigns ; 
ſhould T tell you in moſt Solemn, and Sa- 
cred proteſtations , that I have no other 
A3 end 


'To the Reader. 
end in the publication of theſe Papers, but 
the Honour of God, and the-Peace of 
his Church, yet it were ſtill af your mer- 


cyto credit theſe Aſſeverations, or receive 


them as the uſual pretenfions of every 
Author. Therefore I reſolve againſt the 
Impertmence of an Apologie , and leave 
you 0 the common liberty of (enſure : If 
1 meet with the fate of St. Paul, to paſs 
through good as well as bad Report, 
I ſhall have Honour, and content enough. 


If thou art a ſound, and ſober mem- 
ber of the Church of England, I know 
thy Temper cannot be Sullen , or IlLna- 
turd: it is thy Genius to be Candid, and 
Generous, and thy Religion makes thee 
(haritable : and therefore 1 am aſſured 
that thy. Balms cannot break my Head: 
and if theſe Fapers may in any meaſure 
contribute towards thy firmer ſettlement 
m. the Communion of this Church, 


my principal End is then effefbed. 
Ei 
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To the Reader. | 


If thou art a Diflenter from this 
eſtabliſhed Church, but haſt not loſ that 
Chriſtian Temper of Modeſty, and Hu- 
mility, read on, there is hope of thy res 
covery , that thou wilt not dye a Schiſ- 
marick. But if thou art one. who baſt 
given up thy Name , and thy Reaſon 
too to the Leader of a Conventicle ; 
lt me beſeech thee to read no further : for 
this little Diſcourſe will but provoke thy 
Paſsion. I have no Hope to prevail ups 
on Pertinacious reſolutions, I never 
yet cleanſed a Leper, nor raiſed the Dead : 
| but if Thad, T ſhould notwithſtanding De- 
ſhond of ever perſwading any Obſtinate, 
or Paſſionate man : Re it does not aps 
pear to we evident , in all the Hiſtory of 
the Goſpel, that our Lord ( among bis 
many Mighty Works, and Miracles) 
| ever cured Perverſeneſs. 


If thou art 4 Romiſh Recuſant , 
bet me intreat thee to Suffer thy Reafon 
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T'o the Reader. 
| fo recover its Liberty, and not alwayes 
be inVaſſallage to thoſe Roman DiQa- 
tors. 1 know there. are many of that 
Religion in this Nation; who'are Gen- 


themen , of Complaiſant Converſe, and 
Ingenuous Education's but I wonderithat 
Je ( who-pretend ſo much Abhorrente of 


Fanaticiſm , and boaſt of Loyalty to 
your Prince, ſhould yet degrade your 
ſerves to the ſame Lervel with the Baſeſt 
_ Sectaries, and live m conftant Rebelli- 
on to- the Laws of your Natural Sove- 
raign. | ; 


| There is great Reaſon that the Kings 
of England ſhould ever barve a pecu- 
l;ar Jealoufte upon your Party : for though 
your Bodies, and Eſtates are Subjects 
of England , yet your Souls, or Reli- 
gion - are tmder the Empire of a For- 
reign Juriſdiction : and as long as ye 
continue ſo, there is no Reaſon m the 
world , that can girve the Crown ſuf- 
fictent Security for your laſting Allegi- 


ance, 


To the Reader. 
ance. As for thoſe of your Religion, 
who live under the Laws of theRomiſh 
Dominions, Thawe great Charity for 
them, for they can plead ſubmiſ$ion to their 
oin Superiours: and Iam apt to be- 
lieve that Plea may be very conſiderable , 
when they come to appear before the Prince 
of Peace, and the God of Order : 
But for you, whoſe Lot bath caſt you un- 
dey the Government of the Kingdom, 
and Catholick Church of England, 
and yet to Divide from their Turſdift:- 


on, and ſubjett your. [elves to the Ca- 


nons of a Forreign Church , is not only 
4 Diſobedience agamſt the Laws of this 
Church, and State, but a Violation 
of the Antient (anons of the Catholick 
Church; and is ſo great a Diſorder, 
and unrea{onableneſs , that the Penalties 


inflicted for your Reculancy , are as 


Juſt, as they are Severe, and ye merit no 
( ompaſs10n. Indeed if your de erting the 
Romiſh, would put you out of the Ca- 
tholick Church , I world never upon 
| TT thoſe 
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 "TotheReader. 
thoſe bard terms perſwade you into Our 
Communion. Our Profeſſion of 
Faith ye will acknowledge to be the antient 
Catholick, and Apoſtolick Creed : 
I know your principal Prejudice is again 

the Succeſ$ion of our Biihops, and the 
Authority of our Prieſthood : But let 
me beſeech yau to do ſomuch Right tous, 


and ſo much Juſtice to your ſelrves, as im 


partially to peruſe Mr. Malon's Vindi- 
cation of the Miniſtry of the 
Church of England , and if his 
Tranſcript of thoſe As, and Monu- 
ments of our Church will nat ſatisfie 
you , let ſome of your ſubtileſt Jeſuits 
convitt that Author of Falſhood , or Impos 
fture , and I will acknowledge that we 
are no Catholick Church, and you no 
Schilmaricks. | 


There are many of your Religion , 


perſons of great Honour, and Eſtates 
1m this Kingdom, who may eaſily have the 
Advantage to yiew, and examine the Oriz 


ginal 


To the Reader. - 


oinal Records of the Conſecration of 
our Engliſh Biſhops, m that great 
Criſis of our Reformation ; and me- 
thinks in ſo weighty a matter, where your 
Eſtates ( if not ſome raſter Intereſt ) 
are highly concernd , ye ſhould be ſtriftly 
inquiſitive , and not ſo blindly acquieſce 
in a popular Miſtake, and Jeſuitical des 
lufion. In the mean time I charge you 
with the guilt of Schiſm, m Dividing 
from the Church of England ; and if 
you think your ſelves injur'd by this In- 
difment , let any of your Romiſh 
Champions be the Doctor's Second, 
and publiſh a Plea for your Vindicati- 
on; and though I am none of the Wore 
thies of England , yet 1will engage for 
a Reply. If any of you ſhall think fit 
to require it, Idare undertake to prove, 
that the Canons of the Romiſh 
Church, do no more oblige any Subjeth 
of England , than our Statute Laws 
ao bind the Poles, or Molcovites : and 
that it 1s as great a Diſorder and Imper- 
t;nence, 


+ TotheReader. 
tinence, for the Biſhop of Rome to 


excommunicate any of the people of En- 
gland, as it were for the Lord Chief 


Juſtice of England , to outlaw Don. 


Juan of Auſtria. 


And now, Reader, 7 leave you to enjoy 
your Humour, to be Candid, or Clamorous 
as your fancy inclines you. To be wownds 
ed with the Arrows of Bitter Words, is a 
ery eaſie kind of Martyrdom , and ſay 
what you pleaſe, I am reſoly'd to be unts 
concern'd, and ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


Your Chriſtian Friend, 


RG 


Worthy 
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Worthy Sir, 


Not long ſince. receiv d from the hand 

of a Non-conforming Paſtor ( by way 

. of Anſwer to my impeaching him of 

* Schifſm) this TraGt Intitul'd A Plea 

for the Non-conformiſts', texding to juſtific 

them againſt the clamorons charge of Schiſm : 

by & Dottor of Divinity, whom the Diſſenters 

call Dr. Owen: And whether I may at- 

tribute it, to. the lighting or careleſuefi of 

our Clergie, 1 know not : but as yet I have 
neither ſeen or heard of” an Anſwer to it. 


Sir, The true Friendſhip 1 have for you 
«nd your abilities, which 1 am no ſtranger 
unto, prompts me to put this Plea into your 
handling, and beg your Animadver ſions up- 
on it : Suppoſing the Doifor has much wan- 
dered from that Notion of Schiſm deliver d 
down to us from the Primitive Fathers x 
the ſenſe of which. Sacred Prieſts, 1 ſhall al- 
Wayes rather eſpouſe in axy point I find [0 

clearly 
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tlearly determin'd by them , than the crude 
and partial (if not Enthuſtaſtick ) Writings 
of ſome Moderns, whoſe heads ſeem rather 
flatis't with a prejudic'd Intereſt ; than bal- 
lard with an Apoſtolick Sobriety, - 


when I reflect upon this Intrigue of the 
preſent Diſſenters from the Church of En- 
gland, i» confounding the Notion of Schiſm 
with that of Hereſie , and by that jejune 
a 14-4 would evade that Scandal” of being 
Schiſmaticks; 4a diſcrimination eſteemed Þ 
odious and peritous among all good Catholicks 
in all Ages of the Chriſtian Church; 1 can 
fancy no other reaſon they can have than 
this, ( viz.) left their Profelytes and follow- 
ers ſhould be juſtly affrighted- at the dange- 
rous guilt of Schiſm and Separation; and 
conſult their return to that Fold. whichthey 
have deſerted, which is certainly their fafeſt 
Intereſt. 


Another Stratagem ; which has not beer 
leſs uſeful for them than the former 5 ts 
their contemping an Apoſtolical Succeſſion of 


Prieſthood ; "and thereby leſſening the ha- 


zard of a Schiſmatick condition in the opt- 
ton of the people : This unchrijtian humour 
they continually inſtill into the  Populacy; 
and inforce it with this Anti- Apeſtolich 

ES 
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Maxim, That there is no difference betweet 
a Prieſt and a Laick, but that the firſt reads 
the Prayers of the Church, and Preaches 
Morally, as they call it 5 and the other is 
gifted with continual Revelations : for that 
they muſt mean , if any thing, by praying 
by the Spirit in their notion. 1 muſt con- 
feſs I am as yet uncozverted to theſe Opi- 
anions , and have an awful reſpect to your 
Sacred Order , and I could be as eafily Pro- 
-ſelyted to Atheiſm, as to tbink a Knipper- 
dolling or az Hugh Peters were as truc 
Prieſts of the Living Goa, as a Tercullian 
or a Chryſoſtom. 


Sir, As an obedient Son f the Church of 
England, and a Loyal Subjett to my Sove- 
 raign, and ſo oblig'd to be very ſolicitous 
of the welfare of Church and State, give 
me leave to ſigh out ſome thoughts which 

have been and are affliitive to my Soli- 
 Tudes,and may aeteftjf not the cauſes, at leaſt 
the encouragements of our Schiſms. 


. When 1 ſee the admird providence of 
our indulgent Prince ( ſo eminently expreſ- 
ſed in his Royal Amneſtice and AR of Ob- 
_ livion )) for the obliterating-all Animiſities 

' ana Ranconrs ( which might ftill ferment in 
the hearts of men ſo Diametrically ppifie, 
C4 an 
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and who had eſpouſed Canſes as contraaittory 
as beſt and worſt,” contemned and flouted 
by an undutiful and unchriſtian humour of 
perſiſting in the ſame ſtubborneſs where- 
with they have check d two Glorious Princes, 
and Mated a third ( God bleſs the fourth ) 
and wherewith they brought upon our Church 
and Kingdom, the late horrid ana lamen- 
table confuſions; Indignation prompts me to 
think, that Sincere Religion cannot reſede in 
an ungrateful heart ; nor true Pitty and 
Loyalty , where there are 0. Symptoms of 
their repentance. And let me' appeal #0 
common ſenſe and reaſon, what a frightful 
face of Government there would appear in 
this Nation, if all His Majeſties evil-diſ- 
poſed Subjets ſhould. as boldly reſove to per- 
petrate all thoſeCrimes prohibited by the Com- 
mon and Statute Laws of this Realm, as the 
Diſſenters do temerariouſly trauſgreſs , or 
fraudulently evade thoſe ſlatutes relating 
to Conformity.  W3 as 


when I ſee ſome L your Sacred Order fly 
at a Dignity, 'a Biſhoprick, and: whey they 
have truſsd it , quarry and prine them- 
ſelves upon it , and live as if 4 Dioceſs 
were only deſigned 30 Gorge and Appran- 
dize the Biſhop, and he not concern'd to be 
8 faithful Shepherd to his flock, but negli- 

gent, 
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gent,if not wholly careleſs in no ſmall part 
of his Epiſcopal Funition and Paternal charge 
( witneſs the omiſſkon of that Solemn Office 
of Confirmation: ) nor obliged to moderate 
over, and infpett the manners of his tnfe- 
riour Clergie , who are in Law but hit Cu- 
rates, and whoſe vices and aiſorders refl: 
4 Blot upon himſelf, and 4 Scandal to the 
Church ; then 1 think, the longer time runs; 
its ſand will be the fuller f duſt , and I 
am ready to renounce my Philoſophy, and be- 
lieve, that Gold may ruſt , and we have too 
many Roſy-Cruſians zz Divinity to make 
their Remarques. 


when our Parochial Clergie ſhall out of 
good nature, tepidity or perjury omit; if not 
all, at leaſt ſome part of the Divine Ser- 
vice, to curry their Males, and coaks their 
Females : when to pleaſe a weak Siſter, the 
Croſs after Baptiſm muſt not be uſed, and 
for 4 bribe th Sacrament ſhall be Admi- 

aiftred to a Fevidg Bumkin, and the Prie 
ſhall civilly be from home, when a thing de- 
parted is to have the Burial of an Aſs : when 
every Pariſh ſhall have 4 ſingular Direfory, + 
and every waxen Prieſt ſhall aſſume a 
Papiſni to diſpenſe with Oath, Canons and 
Statutes, and the Dioceſan ſhall be demure- 
ly compos'd into & poſture of conſent with 
"5, ""_ chſed 
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cloſed eyes and folded arms, are we then 
like to be bleſt with one faith and one 
way © | | 


When too many of our Nobility and Gen- 
try ſhall aſſume that honour and glory to 
liſt themſelves in, and be reputed Sons of 
our Church of England , but by thetr Pro- 
faneneſs , Debauchery and prodigious vice, 
live Antipodes to that holy Profeſſion , and 
aft below the diffates of uneducated nature 5 
then I think this muſt be influential upon 
the Manners of the Populacy, and create an 
inclination to Schiſm, if not an abſolute con- 
tempt of Religion in them, who are commonly 
capable of no other aireftion in their Mo- 
rals and Piety, than the vertuous examples 
of their Superionrs. 


hen too many of our Nobility and Gen- 
try ſhall deſert their antient Seats and Coun- 
trey Intereſts, to enjoy an urbane effemina- 
cy, immerge in the gulfs of Luxury, and to 
exervate in the Venereal Laboratories of the 
Town, with the preater Security to their 
names, and leſs obſervation of the world ; 
this muſt be reputed no ſmall cauſe of Schiſm 
in their Tenants and Dependents, who in 
many. Lordſhips and places of the Nation 
want nthing more, than the antique Hoſpi- 
| jality 
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Hlity of England, and the Orthodox pr attite 
of their Landlords and Patrons,” to ſecure 
them againſt the cantings of the wolves ; 
and to ſhame them into .a conformable obe- 
atence : and were it ſeriouſly conſider d, 
how eafie and natural the motion is from 
immorality and Atheiſm , to difloyalty and 
ctvil Apoſtaſie, theſe Monſters would be pro- 
ſerib'd the Courts of Princes, to learn buns 
ity among flocks and heras. 


But when the Sacred Name of Jeſus ſhall 
be mth d\ by the moſt vicious perſons , to - 
. diſguiſe an ugly, ' perhaps 4 treaſonous de-. 
ſign; and novi homines , mez of ye eraay, 
ſball dare to trifle with that Scepter which 
aignified\them , aud probleni the Right of 
their Prince in the face of his Throne ; when 
Engliſhmen ſal 1taiianize and ſhoot thoſe 
envenomsd arrows , their filthy Paſquils to © 
wound their Prince in his reputation; which: 
the ſoul of his Throne, O; then 1 think, 
if it awakens not all the Sentinels of the 
Government, ſure they are in their dead 
ſleep or infatuated for deſtrufion, 


whey 'T tonſider the ill-boding tircum? 
ſtances attending the Church of England, 
her prodigious rents, her aſſiduous and im+ 
preent. Adverſaries, accompanied perhaps 
B 3 with 


© — 


(3) 
with 00 much Supinity in ſome of ber moſt 
Principal members, and when it comes into 
*my mind, that Miracles are ceaſed too, then 
each moment ſpurs on my thoughts to expett, 
when Religion ( now on tiptoes t0 be gone) 
ſhould turn her back #pon u#, and that the 
ultimate failure of the Faith t at hand, 
ready to be the Harbinger to the Catholick 
Doom. 


But, Sir, not to trouble your more Serene 
Meditations with ſuch melancholy reflet- 
oxs, give me leave to Alarm youro Muſter 
your notions, and by your Animadver ſions 
upon this Dotfor, undeceive the deluded mul- 
titude in this weighty ſubjef# of Schiſm, 
the Dam of our Miſchiefs, and which threat- 
en the ruine of our Church, and with that 
the wnhinging that excellent temper of Go 
vernment which has been the envy of the 
Nations, 


SIR, 


— 


I am yours, &c, 


W C. 


Honoured 
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Homonred Sir, 


Hat Kingſhip and Epiſc : 
have beea the Sul i «A, 
tinued Government of this Nati- 


on in State and Church,ever ſince 

our Primitive Chriſtianity, is evident from 
undoubted Records : But the Gentlemen of 
our New Engzliſþ Intereſt, mock at the two 
old Grandfires, Monarchy and Hierarchy, 
and begin to hope that they are come to 
their decrepit Age , and not far from a 
Grave, and they are preparing for their fy- 
neral, Ir is now ſcandalous ro be Loyal 
tro our Prince, or Regular tothe Charch, 
You will be thought a mean ſpirited Gen- 
tleman for expreſſing any regard to a Mi- 
niſter of Religion, And you haveno way 
co redeem your Honour, bur either to turg 
Atheiſt, or liſt your ſclf a Member of che 
New Intereſ#, And now Sir, can it be recon- 
cil'd to Friendſhip, to ſhip your Friend, when 
the Clouds look black and threaten a 
Storm 2 But ſince you are as kind tome as 
youare to your ſelf , and are pleas'd to em- 
barque with me, I am reſoly'd to adven- 
ne B 3 ure, 
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ture, and am prepar'd for Tempeſt, and 
chat worſt of Hurricanes, the madneſs of 
the People. 


I think it highly neceſſary to demonſtrate 
our Non-conformiſts to be Schiſmaticks : 
for though meer State Intereſt may legiti- 
mate many ſeverities againſt thoſe Perions 
and Principles that are Antipodes to the 
eſtabliſh'd Government ; yer/if that were | 
cruth, which che Doctor pretends to prove, 
That the Sectaries of Exg/and were as much 
in the family of Feſ#s, or in the Communi- 
on of the Catholick Church, as the Church 
of Exeland ; it would puzzie my Reaſon, 
co make a Subſtantial Apology for our Pe- 
nal Laws. Bur if we can make it evident, 
that cheſe men walk diſorderly, and are Se- 
paratiſts from the Catholick Church, ir 
will then appear, thac our Laws are fo far | 
from Rigor or Perſecution, that they are 
more charitable proviſtons, and only defign'd 
fo compel men to come in to that Society, 
where their Eternal Intereſt will be moſt ra- 
tional and manifeſtly.ſecur'd, 


VVhen TI firſt open'd the DodFor's Plea you 
fenc me, mine eye chanc'd upon a very plea- 
ſant paſſage, to this effe&, viz, That the 
Greek Church call the Church of Rome, 
Schiſme- 


Cr. 
Schiſmatick, and the Church of Rome re- 
turn the Schiſmatick upon the Greek Charch, - 
The Church of England make the Romiſh 
Church the Schiſmatick, and the Church of 
Rome charge the Schiſm upou the Church of 
England. — Again, The Church of 
England calls herDiſſenters Schiſmaticks,and 
the Diſſenters. think the Church to be Schiſ- 
maticks from them ; and ſowe have call'done 
another Schiſmaticks Round: and therefore 
Schiſm is but Vox & preterea nihil, nothing. 
but a meer miſe and Nick-name, which every 
Party caſt upon all them who are not of their 
- Society, 


Bar let us try the Strength of this Argy- 
ment, by tranflating it to another circula- 
ting. word, and that is Infidelity, The 
Mahomertan calls himſelf Muſalman, which 
my Perſfic DiRionary aſſures me , fignifies 
Faithful or Believer in God ; yet we Chri- 
ſtians call the Mahometans Infidels ; and 
they call us Unbelievers, We call the 
Jews Infidels, and they return . the ſame 
name upon us and the Mahometans tog. 
Both Chriſtian , .Jew, and Mahometan pro- 
nounce all Pagans to be Infidels, and ten to 
one, but they are as ſtout and peremptory 
asthe reſt of Mortals, and chink all Man- 
kind 'Infidels but themſelves. Thus the 
| B 4 whole 
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whole World havexcall'd one another Infi- 
dels Round, and therefore Infidelity is bur 
a meer empty noiſe, and there is no ſuch 
thing in the World as a True Religion. 
I appeal to any ſober Judgement, if there 
be notas much Logick in this, as there was 
in the other. 7 | 


I hope it will be an eafic diſcovery, to find 
out the ſquare of the Do&ors Circle, and 
to fix the Notion of Schiſm upon a cer- 
rain Baſis, And therefore Sir, in obedi- 
ence to your Requeſt, I ſhall diſcuſs that 
ercat Queſtion, Whether the Non-confor- 
miſts in Ezgland meeting together for the 
Worſhip of God in places diſtin from the 
Parochial Churches, are not Schiſmaticks ? 


To this TI ſhall anſwer in the Afirma- 
tive, and ſhall conſider this Separation, 
Firſt, With reſpec to the whole Catholick 
Church. Secondly, VVith relation to the 
Church of Zzgland, | | 


Firſt, To be a Member of the Catholick 
Church, there is required a double Unity : 
Firſt An Unity of Faith, or Doctrine; a to- 
ral ſeparation from this, we grant to be 
Apoſtaſie ; a diſowning any one fundamen- 
tal Article, makesa man a Heretick, Bur 

in 
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in this does not conſiſt the formal notion 
of Schiſm. Secondly, There is requir'd an 
Ulaity of Order or Government, which 
St. Cyprian calls Unitas Eccleſtaſtica, Now 
a Separation from this Unity, hath the for- 
mality of Schiſm. And for a right under- 
ſtanding- of this, I muſt look, back co the 
firſt Origine of this Unity. 


The Holy Feſ#s, the great Author and 
Founder of our Religion, was ſent to God,and 
all power in Heaven and Earth committed 
to him. Now before his Aſcenſion, that he 
might nor leave hisDiſciples ro the end of the 
World, to be governed by every pretender 
to Revelation, which would have expoſed 
his Kingdom upon Earth, co eternal confu- 
fioas and impoſtures, he (ſolemnly ordains 
and conſecrates the Apoſtles his immediate 
Delegates upon earth, John 20.22. As my 
Father ſent me, even ſo ſend I you : by 
vertue of which Commiſſion, the power of 
Ordaining, Governing and conferring Orders 
did reſt only inthe Apoſtles. 


They took care to continue this Succel- 
ſion, and therefore Timothy was by the 
Apoſtles ordain'd Biſhop of Epheſws, arid T:- 
tx of Crete, and both inveſted with pqwer 
of Juriſdition and conferrivg Orders, F is 

evident 
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evident from St. Paul's Epiſtles direRed to 
them : and though there were many Pres- 
byters in the Dioceſes of Epheſus and Crete, 
yet none had Authority to ordain Elders or 


Prieſts, but only Timothy and Titms, Lins 


by Apoſtalick Conſecration ſucceeded the 
Apoſtles in rhe Chair of Rome. Symeon 
governed the Church of Feruſalem, or the 
Diocels of Paleſtine next after St. Fames. 
Anianms ſucceeded St. Mark inthe Church 
of Alexanaria, And this Succeſſion was 
propagated with ſo much care and certain- 
ty , that renews tells us, He could name all 
the Succellors of the Apoſtles inthe ſeveral 
Apoſtolick Churches unto his dayes : Habe- 
mus apnumerare eos, qui ab Apoſtolis inſti- 
tuti ſunt Epiſcops in Eccleſtis, > Succeſſores 
eorum, uſque ad nos, And this line of 
Apoſtolick Succeſſion of Biſhops hath con- 
tinucd through all Ages of the Church to 
our preſent times. So that he wio is out 
of this line of Apoſtolick .Succefſion, and 
exerciſes any Miniſterial Office without che 
Commiſſion of Epiſcopal Ordination, is but 
a Lay-Impoſtor, and a Schiſmatick from the 
Catholick Church. Andall other Societies 
of Chriſtian people, who totally withdraw 
themſelves from the Government of their 
Biſhops, who are the Apoſtles Succeflors, 
and from the Miniſtry of thoſe gs 

ay- 
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lawfully ſer over them by Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation and Inſtitution, and caſt themſelves 
into any other Model of Government, are 
ouilty of Schilm. This was the formal 
Notion of Schiſm in the ſenſe of the anti- 
ent Church. 1ren4us Biſhop of Lugdunnm, 
who convers'd with Polycarpms the Dilſciple 
of St. Fohzz, may in reaſon be allowed to un- 
derſtand the Primitive and Apoſtolick No- 
tion of Schiſm, better than'our Dogor at the 
diſtance of fixteen hundred years, He in 
his Book Adverſius Hereſes, exhorts the 1; ,- 
Chriſtian V Vorld to hearken only to thoſe cp. 43+ 
Prieſts, who were in the Communion of the 
Catholick Church ; and who thoſe are, he 
there deſcribes, Qua propter ei, qui in Eccle- 
fia ſunt Presbyterts obauaire oportet its, qut 
ſucceſſionem habent ab Apoſtola ſicut oſtendi- 
mus, qui cum Epiſcopatus ſucceſſione chariſ- 
ma veritatis certwm ſecundum placitum 
Patris acceperunt Reliquos vero que 
abſiſtunt a principali ſucceſſione &> quocun- 
que loco colliguntur, ſuſpettos habere vel qua- 
ſs Hereticos & male ſententie , vel quaſi 
ſcindentes & elatos, & fibi placentes, aut 
rurſus ut hypocritas queſtus gratia & Yan 
glorie hoc operantes: Qui autem ſcindunt 
& ſeparant nnitatem Eccleſie, eandem quay 
Hieroboam penam percipiunt 4 Deo. 
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> Iznatizvs the ſecond Bithop of Antioch in 
35238 ſucceſhon from Sr. Peter, in his Epiſtles ad 
X815%,”  Tralliancs, ad Smyrnenſes, and in thoſe to 
<il8 7s the Philippians, Epheſians and Philadelpb- 
«7.067% guys, frequently charges them to keep them- 
pope ſelves in the unity and communion of the 
ceph, Chriſtian Church, by a regular obedience 
And.eX- to the Biſhops, and by communication with 
obey che the Priefts, who were ſet over them by the 
BiRoPs, Authority of Epiſcopal Order : and to dif. 
hetels obey thoſe Biſhops ;and their Presbyters, 
them-x@ andto ſeparate from them, isin thoſe Epi- 
e157! ſtlescharg'd with Schiſm. 
Exae(n Athanaſous brands Iſchyr as for a Schiſ- 
wx <-17- matick, and juſtifies the charge from this 
py) Fl reaſon, that 1ſchyr as did uſurp a Miniſterial 
© Authority without a regular Ordination 
from the Biſhops of the Catholick Church, 
and gathered to himſelf a diſtin Congre- 
gation ſeparate from the Juriſdition of the 
Biſhop of 4/exanaria, in whoſe Province he 


lived. 


St. Cyprian in his fortieth Epiſtle ad pe- 
pulum Car thaginenſem de quinque Presby- 
reris Schiſmaticis, exhorts them to have no 

- communion with thoſe who had divided 
_ themſelves from their Biſhops ; for he tells 

them in that Epiſtle, That to be ſive Eps- 

No ſcopm 
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ſcopic, was to be extra Eccleſiam. And in 
his Book de Unitare, he gives us this notion 
of Schiſm, Contemptic Epiſcopts & derelictis 
Des Sacerdotibus conſtituere aliud Altare, 
or Conventicula diverſs couſtituere : Thar 
it was Schiſm to contemn and forſake the 
Biſhops, and Prieſts of God, and to ſer up 
another Ailrar, or to ſcttle diſtin Conven- 
ticles. And this he accounts ſo foul a crime; 
that he cells us in the ſame diſcourſe, Tal, 
etiamſs occiſh in confeſſione furrint, Maculs 
ita nec ſanguine abluitur , inexpiabilis &+ 
gravis culpa diſcordia nec paſſlione purga- 
tr, That Martyrdom ir (elf cannot expiate 
the guilt of Schiſm. And when Maximms 
Urbanus, Sydonins and Macariue return'd 
from the Nowatian faRion into the commu- 
niong of the Church, they expreſs it thus; 
Epiſcopo noſtro fares fecimus, they had re- 
concil'd themſelves to the Biſhop : and this 
| was enough to aſſure Sr. Cyprien, they had 
| renounc'd their Schiſm, and were reſtor'd to 
the Churches Communion, Iwill end this 
with the aſſertion of St. Auguſtine. Radix Fiiſt 4% 
Chriſtiane ſocietatis per ſedes Apoſtolorum 
& ſucce ſſiones Epiſcoporum, cert per orbems 
Propagatione diffunditur : i.e, the root or 
ation of unity or communion in the 
Chriſtian Church, is founded in the ſeve- 
ral Seats of the Apoſtles,and diffuſed chrough 


© Sm pay _— —— 


che 


—_— — —— th. co 4 tt tiagt OT o_ ” ”—_ 


(18) 
the Chriſtian VVorld, by the certain propa” 
gation or ſucceſſion of Biſhops. Therefore 
in the judgement. of St, Augn/tize, all thoſe 
perſons, or ſocieties that have divided them- 
ſelves from the Biſhops and Prieſts of the 
Apoſtolick ſucceſſion, are but wild plants, 
and nobranches ofthe Catholick ſtock. | 
could fill many Pages more with Teſtimo- 
nies of the ſame nature ; but ſuch numerous 
Quotations would look like Pedantick im- 
pertinence : and I doubt not, but thoſe Au- 
chorities I have already mentioned, will per- 
ſwade you to believe, That a total ſepara-, 


tion from the Orders and Government of, 


Biſhops, . was conſtantly adjudg,d: to be 
Schiſm by the concurrent ſentiments of the 
antient Church: - -.- uw 


| And now Sir, having exattined theſe 
Teſtimonies , IT tay proceed to ſentence : 
Thar. fecing the Teachers of our: Non-con-: 
forming Congregations in Exg/and were ne-: 
ver regularly Ordain'd to any Migiſteriat 
Function by the hands of che Biſhops ( de- 
 riving their Authority from Apoſtolick (uc- 
ceſſion ) and ſeeing their Leaders and their 
blind Profelytes have wholly withdrawn 
themſelves,from the Condu& &Government 
of Epiſcopal Authority, I ſhall therefore ads) 
venture to pronounce them Schilmaticks , 
not 
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not only from the Church of Zzg/4xd, but 
from the whole Corporation of the Catho- 
lick Church. - Thererefore that which the 
Door ſo Magiſterially aflerts at the end 
of his ſeventeenth Page is | no. Axiom. of 
Divinity ; for I have already prov'd, 'that 
a man may be Schiſmatick from the whole 
Catholick Church on earth without Herefie 
or Apoſtaſie, The premiſes being conft- 
dered, will furniſh us with an Anſwer to 
that paſſionate Harangue, pag. 21. Dv we 
not owne Chriſt! his Goſpel, the ſame points 
of. faith, the ſame. acts of Worſhip, where ts 
the Separation then © This St.' Auguſtine tells 
us, was the ſame plea of the Dozatiſts, and 
might have been urged by the Novarians,and 
Schiſmatick Presbyters of Carthage, but ic 
would not acquit them from Schiſm, rior 
will it vindicate our Ezglſb Seftaries, 


 Corah and his confederate Mutifieers were 
neither Herericks nor Apoſtates, but men of 
the ſame Creed with XMoſes and Aaron: their 
crime was the violating that ſubordination 
which God had appointed, and nor ſub- 
mitting themſelves to the Superiour Autho- 
rity of the Prieſthood. And Sir,. ir may 
be worth your obſervation, that this Plea of 
the DoZor, and that of the Hebrew Rebels 
have the ſame ſenſe ; for juſt chus they 

i plead, 
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plead Numb: 16, 3. All the Congregation 
# holy, every one of them : that is, in the 
Doftor's phraſe, Do we not own Moſes, his 
Laws, the ſame points of faith, the ſame 
aQts of VYorſhip 2 But this plauſible plea 
would not prevail, nor mitigate the provo- 
cation ; for Godpuniſhed one Schiſm with 
another , The earth rent, and ſwallowed 
thens wp, and with open mouth taught the 


| reſt ofthe Church to keep Unity and Or- 


Pag. 34s 


der, as well as the profeſſion of a true Reli- 
gion. Therefore the Anſwer is very eafie 
9 the DoZor's ruffling Queſtion ; Do we 
tor own Chriſt, his Goſpel, the ſame points 
of faith, the ſame acts of VVorſhip, where 
is the ſeparation then 2 V Vhy Sir, the ſepa- 
ration is in dividing from the communion 
of all the Biſhops and Epiſcopal Presby- 
ters, who in a conſtant line ſucceeding the 
Apoſtles, have only a juſt and regular Au- 
thority to govern and guide the Chriſtian 
Church, | 


The Door in the beginning of pag. 34. 
tells us, That a controyerſie among chem 
of the ſame communion is the chief, if not 
the only notion of Schifm that che Scripture 
gives ns, I confeſs, the word gqua Schiſm 


in its general notion ſignifies any manner of 


ſeparation or diviſion; and therefore I do 
acknow: 
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acknowledpe ; that thoſe diſſentions that 
were within the bowels of the Apoſtolick 
and Catholick Church were called Schiſms, 
both in the Scripture, and in the VVritings 
of the ancient Fathers : but this. does noc 
hinder , bat 'that'the fame word may be 
uſed- to ſighitie a ſeparation from the Ca- 
tholick Church ; for if a wound iti the body | 
may be called aSchiſm, 'fure Amputation or 
the cutting-off from the body is the great- 
eſt rent and Schiſm in the VVorld. For * 
though there were indeed diviſions in the 
Church of Corizth; where ſothe were for 
Paul; and ſome' for Apollos; and ſome for 
Cephas :- this at the worſt was' bur a faction | 
or a breach of charity , but it was nor pro- 
perly Schiſm in.'the higheſt ſenſe ' of the 
word 3 for they ſtill ſercled themſelves un- 
der the Government and Miniſtry of the 
Apoſtles, or ſome Presbyters ordained by 
the: hands of the Apoſtles. Butthoſe Con- 
venticles that crept into houſes, and formed 
Aſſemblies diftin& from the communion of | 
the Apoſtolick 'Church, thoſe that heaped 
to themſelves Teachets, which, as the phraſe 
imports, were'not ſec over them by Apo- 
ſtolick Order and Inſticution'; thoſe that de- 
ſpiſed Dominion, and ſpake evil of rhoſe 
Dignities which - did ſuperintend the Go- 
vernment of the Church : Theſe men'Sr, Fade 
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tell us, were thoſe that did ſeparate them. 


ſelves, that is, were Schiſmaticks ; and | 


juſt ſo are their Brethren the SeRaries of 
England, 

Before I proceed to the next inquiry that 
concerns the Schiſm from the Church of 
England, it will be neceſſary to ſtate the 
right notion of the Catholick Church ac- 
cording tothe ſenſe of the antient Councils 
and Fathers. 


The Door and his Complices are for 
Comprehenſion, and give us a very wide 
notion of the Catholick Church , for they 
will have all men that profeſs the name of 
Chriſt, chough in ſome things Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks too, yet to be included within 
the boundaries of the Catholick Church. 
Bur I obſerve, the Antieats would not ceadure 
this Comprehenſion ; for they reckoned 
none to be inthe communion of the Catho- 
lick Church, bur thoſe who confefled the 
common faith delivered to the Saints, and 
kept themſelves under the Orders and Go- 
vernment. of the Biſhops, who were the 
Apoſtles Succeſlors : and therefore oft-times 


in Councils and anticnt Epiſtles we find this | 


Superſcription, To the Catholick Church in 
Antioch, To the Catholick Church of Alex- 
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On 
andria , To the; Catholick Church of 
Rome, 6&6, this ſtill being uſed in a contra- 
diſtin&tion from the Novarzaps, Arriaas 
and Donatiſts, which the atitient Church 


jo apon as Schiſmiticks and e#r#4 Eccle- 
amMs 


| Now having advanc'd thus far, the way 
$ prepared fot the ſecond efiquiry, W hether 
our Noti-conformiſts are guilty of Schiſim 
from the Church of Ex; land, ? Arid I doubt 
tiot but to ptoye the Afﬀirmative. 


| The Chittch of Zaplend adhete ro that” * 
Bi which was delivered bd the {ivy F 


Councils, ; ir c hat Seeſery d the Unicy of 
Governiticht b ucceffion of Biſhops in 
the Apoſtolic line, as appears from the 
uridoubted Archives arid Records of E-- 
lizd : Therefore we are ſecured that it is 
in che Unity of the Catholick Church; 
and a moſt excellent part of ir. 


Now as onr Chriſtianity obliges us to be 
members of chat body of Chriſt the Catho- 
lick Church : So the eternal reaſons of Peace 
tid Ordet bird ts to communicate with 
that part of chie Catholick Church, in 

C Z Which 


(24) 
which our lot hath plac'd us, except it can 
manifeſtly appear, that that part is ſo cor- 
rupted that we cannot communicate with it 
without evident hazard of our ſalvation. It 
were an unpardonable diſorder, for a Native 
of Exzland dwelling in Zozdon, to contemn 
the Laws of our Prince, and to govern him- 

ſelf by the Placaers 'of the United Provin- 
ces : andit wereas great a confuſion, for 
thoſe who'live within the Juriſdiction of the 
Church of Exglazd, to ſubmit themielves to 
the Orders and Government of Rome or Ge- 
eva, Before the Papal Uſurpation of Uni-- 
verſal Monarchy, the Patriarchs of the 
Chriſtian Church had their diſtin& Limits 
and Juriſditions : The Patriarch of Cozx-_ 
ſtantinople had his peculiar Primacy or Re- 
giment, and was not to intermeddle with 
the Province of Alexandria; and (o the 
Biſhop of Rome had his peculiar Juriſdicti- 
on , and was allowed no inſpection over 
Conftantiniple, Antioch or Alexanaria : and 
theſe diſtin boundaries were fixed by a Ca-: 
non of che Council of Nice. And becauſe it 
confutes both the Papal Supremacy and Pu- 


ritanical Anarchy, I will give you the co 
of that Canon, WEE " 


Ta agytia ty xpatim mi o AlVvilg, x; Atv 
fevr, yy Tlwwmumian © ws mv AMitandpeicg 6H- 
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muuaroy mayTuy Tim) Exev Thy Yexoiav, wands'y x 
md & Th Pouy enoxiay Tire Curvis Riv, cucias 
5 x71 Tl "Avmib;eiav Xz Wy Tails anears image 
was, To mprofierd ogra mls inxannaus. that 
is, Ler the antient cuſtoms be in force : 
Let the Biſhop of-A/exandria have the Ju- 
xi{diction of Agypt, Libya and Pentapoly, 
as likewiſe the Biſhop of Rome was ac- 
cuſtomed to have in his Province, and (6 
let the Churches of Antioch and other Pro- 
vinces keep their peculiar priviledges, And 
ſo the Chriſtians dwelling under theſe di- 
ſtin& Patriarchdres were obliged to a re- 
ſpeive obedience.to their peculiar Provin- 
cial : and to divide themſelves from their 
proper Patriarch or Biſhop was accounted 
Schiſm in the antient Church, T7i»-zthy be- 
ing conſtituted Biſhop of all the Dioceſs of 
' Epheſis, the Chriſtians refiding within that 
Precin& were obliged by the rules of Or- . 
der to ſubmit themſelves to his peculiar in- 
ſpeQion , and it had been Schiſm to have 


iſobeyed him, or ſeparated themſelves from 
his Juriſdiction, 


St. Ambroſe obſerved this decorwm him- 
ſelf, as he tells us by St. Augs/tin, inan E- Aw. 5p. 
piſtle of his ad Fanvarium, Cum Rome ſum "* 
jejuno Sabbato, cum hic ſon non jejuno : 
and ſo St, Auguſtin counſels Fannerime, Sic 
C 3 eriam 


(26) 
etiam th ag quam forte Eccieſuan UeNeris, 
ejus morem ſerva; Which plainly con- 
cludes, that Chriſtian peage and grder re- 
quires, that we ſhould conform to the Rites 
and Canons of that Church, in whoſe Juriſ- 
diction we live, The þve Presbyters. of 
Carthage were by St. Cyprian ſentegced fgr 
Schiſmaricks, becauſe being witli, tf 
Dioceſs of Carthage, and ſo under his in- 
ſpection, they notwithſtandinggathered ta 
themſelves Aſſemblies, and exceMſed Mini 
ſerial Offices without his Authority. And 
for the ſame reaſon Ath4paſins acculed + 
fehyr as of Schiſm, eng ingea Congre- 
24tion in Aareoles wifapt any ſubjectionf 
or dependance upon him the Biſhop of Alex-. 
4ndria, unto whoſe Juriſdiction that Coun-: 
trey belonged : for he ſhews us his Title in 
theſe words, "Ew @: % apcoburipor Get > 
pa : idY ag xwpuds, amd Ty T5 *AneZardpeias "Emoxk- 
$02, l To &s EKLANTIad MLTWS TMs Xe NaDK fp Tay" z. &% 
= All the Ptesþyrers of chis Pxovincg- have 
their peculiar Cures,” or Pariſhes, 'buc all 
the Churches of this Region are under the 
Juriſdiftion of the Biſhop of Alexanaria. 
And the very ſame thing Epiphanim tells us 
in his ſecond Book Adverſu Hereſes , 
Enijban, "ow 29 kxxanaias Ts 34WAITS ShAnoar oy *ANGf 
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whichthe Inhabitants might aſſemble with 
greater convenience ; and theſe Congrega- 
tions were under th&Miniſtery of peculiar 
Presbyters : but all theſe Presbyters and 
their reſpetive Churches were governed by 
the Superintendence of the Arch-biſhqp of 
Alexandria : and this way the univerſal 
model of unity and order in all other Proyin- 
ces of the Catholick Church, 


Now the Arch-biſhops of Canterbury 
and Tork have as much Juriſdiftion over the 
Chriſtians in Exgland, qpthanaſins had 

| over the Province of Alexaparia, or St. Cy- 
prien in the Dioceſs of Carthage : for be- 
fide the Right of Church-Goverament which 
their ſucceffion from the Apoſtles gives them, 
they are impowr'd to exerciſe their Juriſ- 
diction by the Laws of our Chriſtian Prince : 
and therefore thoſe Societies of Chriſtians 
living under the Juriſdiction of the Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops of E-glanad, and yer do 
ſeparate from their communion and Govern- 
menr, are Schiſmaricks from che Church of 
Enzland. To conclude this, if the Nova- 
_tians and Doxatiſts, if the hive Presbytery 
of Carthage, if Iſchyr as in Alexandria were 
Schiſmaticks ; if from the Aſcenſion of ous 
Lord to his ſecond Advert, rhere was, or 
can be a Schiſmarich ; then the SeRaries of 
— Ta En- 


(28) 
Expland are Schiſmaticks, / not ,only from 
the Church of E-gland, but from the whole 
Catholick Church, # 


Having chus tated the anticnt notion of | 


Schiſm, and found it a heinous impiety ; 
chough our Non-conformiſts ſport with it as 
an Ecclc{iaſtical Scarecrow ;- I ſhall next do 
them the juſtice to examine the Doors Plea, 
and {ce how well he vindicates them from the 
guilt of Schiſm. 


Firſt, He degggg tha there is any fach 


creature as a onal ſtated governing 
Church of Enzland. If the DoiFor means 
by al theſe crumbling Epithertes of ſtared, 
Nationa], governing, Porganical Church of 
England, that there is no > ſuch diſtinct orga- 
nical Church in Exglazd, that is, a ſeparate 
body fram the Catholick Church, I a 
then of his opinion ; Bur it he means, has 
the Biſhops of En21and have no power. of 
Governmeat over the Chriſtians in E#- 
Al4xa, ict 154 very foul miſtake, to ſpeak in 
the moceſteſt phraſe : .for, I have already 
rov'd that-the Arch: biſhops and Biſhops 
have. az [much Juriſdiction. in their reſpe- 
Give Provinces and Dioceſes of England, 
as any ether Patriarchs and: Biſhops of the 
&atholick Church ever f had in theirs : and 


if 
i x 
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if the AT vf Uniformity be a Law, I am 


ſure there is ſuch an eſtabliſh'd being as a 
National Church. 


In Pag.30. his gravity drolls, and gives us p,g.,c. 
a very merry Argument to prove thatthere 
15 no ſuch creature as a National Church of 
Englana : for, ſayes he, Who ſo will ereft a 
ſtated National governing Church in En- 
gland, muſt finds an Officer cloathed with 
Authority to excommunicate from Michael's I believe 
Mount #zz Cornwall, zo Carlifle iy Berwick, the Arch- 

: | . , . biſhopof 

Now Sir, let this paſs for a piece of wit, cayw;uy 
though ir is as wide from reaſon, as Corp. being Pri- 
wall from Berwick, What though the Bi- p10, 
ſhop of Artioch could not excommunicate of all z»- 
from Artioch to Conſtantinople , and from carry, fo 
thence to the borders of Perſia, muſt there his Autho- 
therefore be no governing Church in Greece? Tyrothe 
and might the Chriſtians in Aztzoch by _—_ 
that Logick 'ſeparate themſelves from the may upon 
communion and juriſdiction of their proper Jn rea 
Patriarchs without Schiſm © If our Author municate 
could have prov'd, that there were any Pro. ny Sab-. 
vinces, or Natives of Enzlazd, that were de Nation, | 
jure exempt from the Canons of this 
Church, and the juriſdiction of the Engliſh 
Biſhops, then there had been ſomething of 
argument : But if the Door for contumacy 
and diſorder ſhould be excommunicated from 


lhe 


Paget 10, 
Stef. 12, 


P48. 11s 
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Church of Exgland in Berwick, I am ſure 
without abſolution, de jure he conld not 
communicate with any Aſſembly of the 
Church in Emglazd, though he travail'd 
from Berwick to Carlifle, and from thence to 
Mount Michael in Cornwall : and this I 
fancy , does ſtrongly conclude, That the 
Church of Exgland is ſuch a part of the 


Catholick Church, which hath a proper | 


and peculiar juriſdiction oyer all the Chri- 
ſtians in this Kingdom, 


Our DotFor, pag. Lo. ſef# 12, owns it as 
a confeſs'd principle, That -very individual 
member of the Church Catholick viſible i 
bound in duty both to God and his own ſoul, 
zo joyn himſelf to ſome particular Society of 
Chriſtians, with which he may enjoy all the 
Ordinances of God, ſo as may be for his ſouls 


advantage, Well then, why do they nor || 


communicate with the Church of Exglend, 
where all the Ordinances of God are ob- 


ferv'd and ſolemniz'd with as much gravity | 


and faithfulneſs as in any other part of the 
Catholick Church © 


To this he anſwers pag. 11. That the bu: 
fineſs is fo ſtated by the AdF of Uniformity, 
that they cannot communicate with us with- 
out doing what they judge to be ſinful, 

There 
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There is nothing can juſtly be called fin- 
ful, but what cranſgreſſes ſome manifeſt 
Law of God or Nature ; and could the 
Doftor have prov'd, that any thing pra- 
Riſed or enjoyn'd by the Church of Zx- 
gland, did violate any of thoſe Divine 
\ Rules, his P/ez4 had been allowed, and his 
Party might vingicate their Non-conformity. 
But to tranſgreſs a plain Law of God, to 
diſobey the Orders of our Governours, and 
yet to give Us no better reaſon for ic, than 
to ſay, they fancy the things are finful, is ſo 
far from excuſing, that it aggravates the 
ouile, For, Firſt, Their diſobedience is an 
affront to their Governours, and then the 
doins this only upon the account of their 
own judgement or fancy, is an affront to 
God : for private conſcience to uſurp the 


| Soveraignty of God, and to lay ſuch Divine 


Obligations upon the ſoul and mind, which 
God never impos'd. The nature and guilr 
of this diſobedience is exactly repreſented 


| by the ſtory of the young Prophet, 1 Kizgs 


| 13. he was ſeat to propheſie againſt the 
Altar in Bethel 5 now Ferobeam having caſt 
off all the Prieſts and Levites of the Aaro- 

nzical line, and ereted a new model © 
Religion, therefore that the young Prophec 
might have na communion with ſo great a 
i | Schiſmu- 


*(32) 
Schiſmatick ; God charges him expreſly, 
Verf. 9. to eat no bread, wor arink water 
in that plice: now an old Prophet that 
dwelt in Bethe pretends anew Revelation , 
and that with ſuch cunning deluſton, as he 
prevailed with the young Prophet to go 
back and dine with him at Bethel; but that 
entertainment coſt him his life, Yerſe 24. 
The reaſon of this ſeverity was very juſt 
andequitable ; for God had given him an 
expreſs command not to eat in that place, 
and that charge was reveal'd to him by 
ſome ſuch manifeſt way of Divine Revela- 
tion, that he was as much aſcertain'd, it was 
the Word of the Lord, as he was aflur'd of 
his own being : And therefore he was _y 
puniſh'd for diſobeying a plain command, 


and hearkening to a pretended Revelation, 


which was not perſonally reveal'd to him, 
and of the truth of which he could not be lo 
much {ecur'd, as he was of his former Viſion, 
Thus obedience to Governours in general, is 
as manifeſt a Law of God as was ever given 
crothe VVorld, and we arein no particular 
to dijobey them, except we can produce 
another Divine Law of equal evidence and 
Authority which prohibits our obedience in 
that particular z or elſe I believe from the 
proceſs of the former ſtory, it is diſpleaſing 
to God to tranſgreſs ſuch a plain certain 
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Law, without a manifeſt prohibition from 
Heaven, but only out of. niceneſs of fan- 
cy or private judgement. And if the 
Church ſhould part with all thoſe things 
which Diſlenters judge to be finful, there 


| could be neither Church nor Government : 
for we muſt throw off our Hoods and Sur- 


plice to gratifie the Scrupulous Puritan ; 
we muſt ſtrip our ſelves ſtark-naked to ſa- 
tisfie the Fanaticiſm ofthe Adamites ; nay, 
we muſt part not only with Rites and Ce- 
remonies, but the whole Liturgie and Hie- 
rarchy of the Church, becauſe ſome fancy 
them to be Anti-chriſtian, nay, the Creed 
is not ſecure, we muſt expunge the Article 
of Chriſts Divinity ro humour the Sociz7- 
axs ; we muſt blot out the Propitiation of 
Chriſt, the Doctrine of the Trinity, and 


the Reſurrection of the body, to gratifie the 


Quakers : and ſo we muſt not only deface 
the front and out-fide of the Temple, buc 
even raze it £0 the ground, becauſe it does 
not pleaſe the eye of theſe men of Babel : 
nay we muſt renounce our reaſon and our 
ſenſes too to ſatisfie the Papiſts in the Do- 
rine of Tranſubſtantiation, and fo by this 
method, at kngth we muſt neither be men 
nor Chriſtians, 


But ler us put the caſe at the worſt, and 
© tr Roan ſup- 


(34) 
ſippoſe what theſe men fancy, wert really 
true ; That there were ſome things etyoyn'd 
by the Church, which were really finful., 
1 confeſs this would be a difficult and un- 
happy circumſtance, but yet it would not 
juſtifie a total ſeparation , and the ereRing 


of new modell'd Churches ; for I have ptov'd þ 


before, that we are botmid by the eternal 
reaſons of Peace and Order ro communicate 
with thoſe Biſhops, and that part of che 
Cacholick Church under which we live : 
and if it ſhould fo happen, that ſome things 
evidently finful were enjoyn'd by this 
Church , then we might remove into ſonte 
other part of the Carholiek Chiirch, that 
were ofa ſounder conſticartion. But if we 
contimied within the Juari(di&ion of chis 
Church, I think we id be oblig'd to 
cormutticare with it in Publick Confeſ- 
fion of Faith, in Devotions and Sacramenes; 
_ ad as far as we could withone manifeſt fin, 
We might with peace and patiCtice enjoy 2 
pure confcierice in our own family, bur it 
conld never be lawful by any rite of Chri- 
ſtianiity to make a total feparation , and co 
fet up another form of Chttrch-Government, 
in oppoſition to that under whoſe Juriſdici- 
on we live, 


Bur Mr, H, in the Appendix hath diſco- 
ver'd 
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verda new Argument to vindicate the Non- 
conformiſts in upholding Conventicles di- 
ſtint from the Aſſemblies of the Church 
of Exgland, The ſumm of his new Invention 


| amounts to thus much, 


| That neceſſity is laid upon them by Di- py ,,,, 
| vine Law to preach the Goſpel ; as for their $45: 


communion with our Churches, it is but an 
bumane eſtabliſhment : Now ſeeing they 
cannot preach inour Aſſemblies, the weceſ- * 


ſity of a Divine Law oblige s them to teach in 


Comventicles. 


Now Sir, to encounter this. Gigantick 
reaſon, we muſt enquire the truth of his 
firſt Poſtulatum, Whether any ſuch nece(-- 
fity be laid upon theſe men to preach the 
Goſpel 2 | | 


Indeed I have met with a Gereve Di- 
vine, that ſtoutly believes, chat neceflity 


| was laid upon Cain to be a Murderer, and 


bpon F425 to be a Traytor : Now I con- 
fels if this Divinity be true, they may be ' 


| under the unavoidable fate of Schiſm and 


Rebellion, and then we ought co pity 
and excuſerhem, and lay the guilt in Hea- 
ven. But I will ſuppoſe Mr. X. to be coo. 
good and modeſt for ro accuſe God, to 

EE Acqua 


(36). 
acquit himſelf, And the neceſſity he pre- 


tends, is founded in their call co the Mini-: 
ſtry. Now Sir, there will be a neceſſity for 


us to enquire the truth of this Divine Call : 


for the Parliament were a very Few#ſh Sanhe- 


drim to forbid theſe men to ſpeak openly in 
the name of Feſ#s, if they were certainly 


ſeat of God. But I ſhall ask them the (ame: 
Queſtion concerning their Miſſion, that our. 
Saviour asked the Fews concerning Fohx's 
Baptiſm, ' as it from Heaven,'or of men ?: 
If they ſhall ſay from men, - then they muſt 
ſhew us their orders from the hands'of the 


Biſhops, the Apoſtles Succeflors, who only 
have Authority-with T72 to ordain Elders 
or Prieſts in every City : If they ſay from 
Heaven, they mult then bring us very ſeri- 


ous credible Witneſſes to aflure us, that they. 


were called by a voice from the clouds, as 
St. Paul was in his way to Damaſcus : 
And yet-if this were done, we live in ſuch 


a Sceptick Ape, that men would not credit 


the Boaſt of 'Revelation without the cre- 
dentials of :a Miracle. And I confeſs I 
cannot blame the Chriſtian World for this 
ſuſpeting humour ; for ſo many impo- 
ſures and delufions. have been impoſed up- 
on the World by this pretence, that *cis pru- 
dence not to be too credulous, 


Now 
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CO OY TOLD HTCEEES: 4 298 LETT 

. Naw. Sic, you may obſerve, thar theſe 
fanciful ; Viggns | and-, Revelations have 
ſtrangely. fyelled  cheſe 'men ; for; they are 
no. leſs ig their own opinion; than the great ; 
Apoltles pf. (Chaiſt » and. yherchore; with 
Sb Pals They. £1 Out; Nechl/ty ts laid upon: 
u, 4p wo bt unto #5 1f-376 preach not the 
Goſpel 3 that is: Sir, Fhas the Kingdom of- 
Bagland. are ill Jews and Barbarians; and. 
except \ theſe cliief AppRIcs preach the' Gg-: 
(pel, there is. no hopes of their conyerſion, 
kom 'Gentyliſm or Judgiſm.) Nay 4855 5» 
he tells 415 Tar ' there . os ſuch a. neceſſity 
for theſe men. to prearh: in: Conventitles, 
that theemerlaſtine. wilt are of thowſands of 
mens ſogts depends upon it, Wo, wo to 
te King;and Parliameps;! char ſhould dare 
to ſtop the mouths of theſe med, vpor 
whoſe breathdepends the ſalvation of thou- 
ndsof lauls, | Why Sits :4his is far mpre 
wilchievous » than VuUng. up: : the Zxebx> 
querg Dreaking the E4/t-1ndrs' Company, of 
{pailing. all the'Tracde of, Byglaade © 


Bur Sir, I hope this dreadful Haranguc 
willnot fright you, for all is but noiſe and 
canting :rfqr | dare aflure rat, 'the --Exrcu- 

tion ofche Law will no, way hioder-zhe ag- 
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ſoul in England : for Chriſtianity will be 
ſoberly preach'din England, though all theſe 
men le filenc'd, - And beſides, ' I ſhould 
think by the principles of Calviniſm, that 
the ſalvation of ſouls were more fix'd and' 
fatal, than to depend upon the filence or 
preaching of a few Non-conforming Mini: 
ters. You know Sir, the Decree of pe- 
remptory Ele&ion was dated long before' 
that Reprobate AF of Uniformity , and- 
therefore there is no fear of loſing one of 
the eclet , though theſe men be ſtruck 
dumb : and as for the Reprobates, all the 
Oratory of Dr. O. and Mr. #. andthereft 
of thoſe mighty men can never alter their. 
ſadder fate, And therefore I-think I may. 
conclude from their own Divinity , that 
there is no neceſlity laid upon them to 
preach che Goſpel. ' / 5 © 


Fas. 4) Mr. H, ſolemnly proponnd this weighty 

hes Queſtion, which win b moſt for the cher 
of God , either for the Non-conforming 
Teachers to preach. the Goſpel to their meet- 
8ngs , or go keep the Union of their Pariſh 
Chnrches ?2> © Kh] 


To which Queſtion there is 4 very cafie 
Anfwer , for no doubt, the God of orderis 
are glorified by Unity, peace and Obedi- 
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ence to out Governours, than by diſorder 
and confuſion, And therefore I ſhall con- 
clude chis by inverting the Argument { They 
may: live in the. communion of the Church, 


without the leaſt hazzard of their ſalvations 


and necefſity is laid upon them to'obey their 
Governours.,. and. wo be unto them if the 
preach the Goſpel in Conventicles, and by 


*4 


walking diſorderly, trouble the peace and - 


order both of Church and State; 


- Burt there is one Plea more for this Schiſm 
dr' Separation; ( call ir which you pleaſe ) 
atid:char_ is cunningly infinuated:in chat fa+ 
mous definition of Schiſm by Mr. Hales ci- 
ted pag. 17. Schifm is an unneceſſary ſepa» 


I ration from that part of the wifible Church 


| of which we- once .were members. . That 
their ſeparation is unneceſlary, let che Do- 
or -tfinſelf judge,” who Page 9. relt. us, 
they: differ from us only in the iofignificant 
| fringes and laces of, Forms and. Ceremo- 
nies, Now I fancy, it were a yery;unne- 
ceſlary' and unduciful thing, for' 4 Son to 
diſown and deſert his Mother, 'only; becauſe 
_ the: fringe and lace of her garment did not 
pleaſe his eye, Fo 


"Due che oyſienelyts in the laid roads of 
the diſtig&ion, A ſeparation from -thar parc. 


-- we oa. oo 
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of the Church, of which we once were 
members. Now Sir, there are vaſt num- 
bers of perſons in Exgla?d who were never 
baptized by the Miniftery of the Church of 
England, or had any communion with her, 
and then by the judgement of Mr. Hales can- 
not be charg'd with Schiſm or ſeparation 
from her. = THE 9) | 


But this is already anſwer'd, for Ihave 
prov'd, that they are boundin duty to live - 
im communion with thoſe Biſhops and 
Prieſts , 'or that part of the Catholick 
Church, under which they: reſide: andif 
they never were in the communion of this 
Charch, they have becnthe longer in-diſor- 
dcr and-diſobedience, 'and char is a very ill 
method of excuſingtheccrime. + 


- By this Sophiſtry Sckifm can only'be rhe 
{in of the firſt generation * Novarm and his | 
cotitemporaries "that firſt departed from the | 
comthudioh bf 'the Cathvlick Church, were 
indeed Schifmaticks/, :but then thoſe 'who 
vere baptiz'd and'edncated by that faRtion, 
were 'fiever in the 'coitiniunion of the 'Ca- 
tholick Church, and ſo by chis argument 
were free from Schiſm, and ſo downwards 
from aq to peteration, [Now this 
Rooks like "Magick, for it teaches us a: hk 
i So ow 


BR. -, 

how- to ſplit the Church into a thouſand 
pieces, and to continue this diviſion for 
evers andyer in alittle while there ſhould 
be no diſ-union : for it js only the adven- 
ture of the firſt Authors to break off from 
the Catholick Church, but then as many as 
they propagateto the end of the worldare no 
Schiſmaricks,becaule they never had any per- 
ſonal communion. | 


Now Sir, having afferted that the Unity 
of the Catholick Church conſiſts not only 
in the unity of faith, bur in a ſucceſſhon of 
Biſhops and Prieſts, and a regular obedience 
co their inſpeion and conduct ; give me 
leave ;to refle& and confider what direfu} 
concluſions our Adverſaries may draw from 
this notion, 

Firſt, this will be accuſed of coo much 
kindneſs to the Church of Rome : for they 
baving continued their ſucceſſion of Biſhops 
from St. Peter, this will acquit them from 
Schiſm, and place them within che body of 
the Catholick Church, | 


I hope Sir, it will nor offend, if we 
be as kind tothe Pope as we are tothe Devil, 
and allow him his due : No doubt, the 
Church of Rome is in the communion of 

| = I 
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the Catholick Church, bur yet this isnq 
argument for any to deſert the Church of 
England, and remove to. that of Rome ; far. 
our Apoſtolick Succeſſion : of Biſhops is as 
authentick as theirs, and our Doctrine more 
Pure, Primitive and Catholickz and rhere- 
fore it 1 irrational for the Kowiſh Church 
ro accuſe us of Schiſm ; for whateyer they 
can juſtly plead for their Unity, will equally 
eſtabliſh ours with the Catholick Church. 


I cannot bettter repreſent the preſent 
State of the Catholick Church than by ag 
allufionto the Fewiſh Temple : The Church 
of England, we are able to prove , is the 
pureſt part of-the Catholick Ghurch, being 
moſt refined fram error and ſuperſtition, and 
therefore that -may be reſembled to the 
Sanitum Sanitorum ; The Greek Church 
though ſomerhing defiled, yet ſtill preferv- 
ing the Apoſtolick faith and ſucceſſion of 
Patriarchs and Presbyters, may be compar'd 
ro the adle Temple 5 The Church of 
Rome, like the Outward Conrt, is moſt pro- 
fan'd with the Tables of the Money-chan- 
gers, and defil'd by abominable ſuperſtiri- 


-ons.z bur- yer. thought be filthy, it isa part 


of the building, and within the Ares of the 
Temple: Bur! forany to deſert: the Church 
of :Englend, 10. communicate. with that of 
ny ”- v/ —M Rome , 


(43) 
Rome, is fach afrantick humour;as' for 4 man 
to quit the neateſt appartment, and ex- 


change for che moſt {luttiſh room in the 
ſame houſe, | 


- Secondly, That which will raiſe the great; 
eſt clamour is, That by this notion I un- 
church all the forreign Reform'd Churches 
who have no Biſhops of the Catholick line 


to govern them , and ordain their Mi- 
niſters, 

To this I anſwer , Thar if any of the 
forreign Churches have continued a ſucceſ- 
fion of Presbyters, who can derive their O« 
rigination from Epiſcopal Ordination, it 
ſomething leſſens their diſ-uniog, and gives 
them a remote alliance to the Catholick 
Church ; yer this is bur private charity , 
and will not juſtifie them from Schiſm by 
the Canons of the antient Church, But if 
any of chem have a_Miniſtry, which have 
no other orders than their own Uſurpation 
or popular EleRion, I know not how to ac- 
quir them from being Schiſmaticks from the 
Catholick Church. And why do not the 
States of Holand ſend their Profeſſors from 
Leyden to Londen to receive Conlecration 
from the hands of our Exgl;ſþ Biſhops, and 
ſq cograft chemſelyes .again into the urſity 
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of the Cacholick Church * this they _ 
eaſfly do, withopr being oblg'd roany fub- 
ſcriptions to Papal power or innovarions's 
if cheir omiſſion of this ariſe from a con- 
tempt and abhoxrence of Epiſcopacy, I have 
no Apology for them, neither would I be 
in'tke communion of thoſe ' Chntches for 
all rhe Batik of thieir Eaſt-1ndix Company, 
If any of the foreign Churches be under fuct 
unhappy circumftances, that they can juſtly 
plead a neceſſity for having no Biſhops or 
Pricſts of the Apoſtolick Succeſhon, I have 
great compaſſion for them, and queſtion 
not- but God accepts rhem :- for 1 receive 
that as an ihdifputable Maxim,. That where 
rhere 18 an inevitable ___ there canbe 
no/guilr, chotgh rhe fa it felf be never fo 
much irregular, * Bar as for thofe Churches 
m general, I have St, Parts chatiry, Thoſe 


that are without tht God judge, © 


Thirdly , Onr ſqueamiſh SeQaries are 
offended at” the Hierarchy of Z»gtaxd, be- 
cane ic derives its itcceffion: from the Bi: - 
ſhops of Rome. To which Thave a double | 


Aniwer, OD 


 Firft, Thar I'make' not'rhe Chair of 
Kore the ſote Head, or Ocipinie ofthis Ca- 
choſtck ſuccefhon : for rhe Epifcopal-or A- 

_ poſtolick 
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poſtolick power of Government and Qrdi- 
nefiofti was. equally conferred" upon all the 
Apoſtles o bog veneral commiſhon of or 
High Prieſt Feſ#s : and therefore a fuccer- 
fon of Biſhops and Prieſtsfrom any of thefe 
Apoſtles, isenongh to aflert our unity with 
the Catholick Church. You know the 
rwelve Apoſtles are made the twelve foun- 
dation ſtones of the Chriſtian Temple ; and 
that part of the Church which in a righr 
line is bnile 'upon'St. James, is as muchin 
thie unity and compa ofthe building, as that 
"which ſtands upon St. Peter, 


© Secondly, Ler us grant it, that we claim 
our ſuccefion from the line of Rome, this 
Will no way prejudice the Epiſcopacy of 
England ; 1 hopeir was no diſhonour to the 
Holy Feſws, that there were ſome of his Ge- 
nealogy that had no very good fame in the 
World ; it was ſufficienc, that by thar line 
ir was made evidenc, our Lord ſprung from 
Fadah : and it is enough for the Biſhops of 
England to make it evident, they ſprung from 
the Apoſtles, and though ſome of their line 
were men of impious lives, or erroneous opi- 
nions, chat no way leſſened their power of 
propagation, nor. invalidares the Authority 
of onr laccefiva,. 


Thus 


Eo OG 4 
, - Thus 1 have confider'd Schiſm as 2 ſopa- 


ration from the Biſhops and Prieſts of the 
Apoſtolick line, and I ſee no reaſon to re- 
cant this notion, And therefore the Ap- 
pendixer is vaſtly miſtaken, pag. 9. when he 
tells us, That if the Parliament did legitt- 
mate their Meetings, there were an end of 
the Schiſm : for they might indeed by a Law | 
of -Toleratioa acquit them from all the 
{Temporal penalties of a ſeparation, but it 
"wayld exceed all the Omnipotency of Par- 
ratyents to diſcharge them from the guilt 
of  Schiſm : 'for chey muſt firſt compel their 
Teachers to take Epiſcopal Orders, and 
briog in all the Conventicles into the com- 
munion of the Catholick Church, and place 
them under the Government of their proper 
Biſhops, or elſe they would ſtill be Schif a- 
ticks, 302 ebſtante Statuto, Fe) 


Before I conclude, I will confider ſome 
rand Abſurdities that will follow from the 
denyal of this notion, —_” 
Firſt, The profound Fanaticks in England 
clamour againſt the whole Hierarchy , and 
will have the whole race of Arch-biſhops 
and Biſhops to be Anti-chriſtian., Now 
Sir, Tle appeal to your judgement, if _ 


Lo af 


(4) 


be not blaſphemy ; for then all the holy Bi- 


ſhops that aflembled in the firſt four Gene- 


ral Councils, that did aſſert the truth of. 


Chriſtianity againſt Pagans, Jews and Here- 
ticks, and thoſe many Biſhops of the an- 
|. tient Church that headed the noble Army of 
Martyrs, muſt be damn'd as limbs of Aati- 
chriſt : Nay, I cannot fee how to defend 
4 Timothy and Titus from being, Anti-chri- 
F- ftian too ; and if theſe Propagators of the 


Chriſtian Faith, were Anti-chriſtian, where, 


ſhall we enquire for Chriſtianity 2 


this were a ſure foundation for Atheiſm ; 


for how can it be reconcil'd to the Provi- 
dence of a God, or the care of Feſ#s, that 
he ſhould plant a Kingdom upon earth, with 
a promiſe of his preſence and moſt careful 
providence, and yet to ſuffer his own King- 
dom to be enſlav'd under the uſurpation of 
an Anti- Chriſtian yoke for ſixteen hundred 
years together ? if this were true, too many 
wiſe men: would conclude with the fool in 
the 2ſaimiſt, That there is no God, 


. Secondly, If this ſucceſſion of Biſhops and 
© Presbyters be not neceſſary to preſerve our 
naity. with the Catholick Church, then che 
Keys muſt be thrown away, and excommu- 
icarion 15 but, an idle impertinence : for if 
lick be not .a certain body or corporation 


% 
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of Chriſtians known by a ſucceſſion of pow- 
er and Prieſthood from the Apoſtles, how 
can it be known, when a perſon is caſt out 
ofthe Church & for if the Chriſtian Church 
be like a Wilderneſs, where every family 
may pitch their Tent where they pleaſe , 
there is no uſe of Keyes to fo wide a 
deſert, 


Thirdly, If this ſuccefſion be not neceſ- 
ſary, how can any rational man be ever 
ſatisfied in the adminiſtration of Miniſterial 
Offices, as Sacraments, and Abſolution, when 
there is no certain rule in the world by which 
he can rationally be aflured of the regular 
Authority of him chat miniſters 2 Y 


To conclude this, if this notion of unity 
be difowr'd, then every Conveaticle is a 
true Church ; and every man whom him- 


ſelf or the people fancy inſpird muſt be 


receiv'd for a Prophet ; and God muſt loſe 


one of his Titles, The Gadof Order, and 


Confuſion muſt be beliey'd tq be an Ordi- 
nance of Heaven. ; | 


Before I conclude, give me leave to rg? 
verſe the Door, and make his Front the 
Rear : (Sir, the phraſe may be allow'd ;? 
for if 1 miſtake nor, the Auchor has been a 

man 
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man of War, and underſtands yery well 
the Martial Dialect, al 


The Harangue with which the DofFor pre- 
faces his P/ea, may juſtly beinverted. 


| It was doubleſs one ofthe greateſt infe- 
licities that ; ever befel the whole body -of 
people in theſe three Nations, that when-in 
the year 1662. Religion was ſo happily fer- 
ted in Faith, Worſhip and Government, ac; 
cording to the pattern, of 'the antictt Ca- 
tholick Church ia the farſtthree Cencurics, 
and though this Religion was ratified by the 
very hand . of God, and the dry bones re- 
viv'd by the/Miracle of an unexpeRed Re- 
ſtitution, that yer chere ſhould be amongſt 
us ſo many "thouſands of ſuch perverſe and 
fullea 'Tempers , as not tobe perſwaded in- 
to the Churches communion.neither by Law, 
Reaſon, nor Miracle. | 


I cannot diſcern the-DoFors ingenuity in Page 3. 
his ſecond Seo, where he originates the 
AF of  Uniformity inthe anger, ambition 
and covetouſneſs of Church-men, andiallows 
our -Goyernours not one;grain of Prudence 
* Piety in the - compoſure of char 

aw. 


He 
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He firſt takes notice of the anger that 
reſtedin the boſom of Church-men, who had 
deen ſufferers. Methinks thoſe men who 
had invaded the Rights and Revenues of 


the Loyal Clergy ſhould have been contene 


with che publick remiſfion and: charity of 
the 47 of Indenivity, and not expect a Mis 
racle, that the Ai of Oblivion (hould.quite 
deftroy the Church-mens memories :. | for 
theſe ploughers | had 'ploughed - ſuch deep 
farrows the Churches back, thar ic 
was impoſſible ſuch impreſſions {hould ſoon 
wear. ont. The Doves were driven from 
their 'neſt ; and! their feathers 'of Gold 
pluck'd off by thoſe ravening Vultores, and 
hey were - for&d'(- in the 'Pſa/ariſts lan- 
ouage ) to le among the pots, And yer 
after all his, they muſt not ſo. much as re- 
flet- upon all choſe- rapines ,- nor. exprefs 
any prudent caution againſt theſe: Birds of 
Preys bur they muſt preſently be accuſed of 


His next charge is againſt the: Zeal of 
Church-men to continue ſome Biſhops the 
repute of Martyrs, who had ſuffer'd for 
the vigorours inforeing of ſome of the things 
now enjoyn'd, rr 
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1 obſerve, the DodFor very warily covers 
the Bloqd of Charles the Firſt, but dares 
dip his fingers in that of che Biſhops , and 
yet I believe, the King as well as the Bi- 
ſhop is lefc out from his Martyrologie. 
Had the Biſhops impos'd ſuch Rites and In- 
novations as had deen incofiſtent with the 
reverence of Religion and the [nature of 
Chriſtianity z had they urged ſuch Obſer- 
vances which -had never been praQtis'd in 
the Catholick Church,nor required by' the / 
Church of England: truly then the blood- 
of Arch-biſhop Zavd ſhould have no Rubrick 
in my Kalendar , for then he' had ſuffered 
as an evil doer, But when thoſe things re-" 
quired, were founded upon good reaſons of i 
Keligion, the caſtom of the antiene Church,” 
and enjoyn'd by 'the juſt Authority of this | 
Nation, I think the Arch-biſhop who had 
the hard fate to fall in doing - of his duty, * 
may ('in a ſober ſenſe ) be ſaid to ſuffer for 
righteouſneſs ſake,- and be allowed the ho-' 
nour: of ſome kind of Martyrdom. Sir, I 
do hear declare my ſelf an eternal enemy 
co that Religion, which can conſecrate Sa- 
criledge, hallow Rebellion, and ſanRific 
Rapine and Injuſtice. Nor will I ever 
have any communion with thoſe men, who 
Canonizeche moſt infamous Traytors and 

es” 


Page 4. 
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' Murderers for Saints, and condemn the beſt 


(32) 


King aod:: Biſhop in the World for Malcfa- 
ctors : I don's. ſee but by the Theorems of - 
chis Jewiſh Divinity, Barehbas might have, 
been IR And Gin recorded. oth al; 
Inpoltas, I {1 


"Ihe: pox " nceafigk age; RY 
Churck-men-,,', is... thei: defire 1 of filthy. 
Lucre.  I-gonfels,: Copyronlneſ is  0nc; of, 
the greateſt; ſhames af humane Realan, and; | 
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The P77 of uniformity Sod dat a 
Private Mecgings,, are- Jeſcrib'd as Severe " 
and Tragick, as ifithey, had beeathe.Fdis | 
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the very ſame Laws been by the Roman 
Emperours impoſed upon the Catholick 
Church in the firſt three hundred years , 
they would have made a Jubilee, and have 
been celebrated by the antient Chriſtians 
with Hymns and Hallelujahs : The Senti- 
ments of theſe men differ io much from the 
judgement of the antient Chriſtians, as if 
they were not of the ſame Religion, And 
vir, you may remember ſome Ordinances: 
of Parliament that did more bloody execu- 
tion, than all the Laws and Canons Roy- 
al of Exzlayd. Sure you have not forgor, 
when Loyalty to our Prince, and faithſul- 
neſs to the eſtabliſh'd Religion was damn'd 
for Malignancy ; andthe Loyal Nobility, 
Gentry and Clergy of England were con- 
demn'd to Axes and Halters, Plunderings 
and Sequeſtrations, Priſons and Baniſhmenr, 
And yer all theſe Tragick Scenes muſt have 
afilken curtain drawn over them, and muſt 
de interpreted as exprefles of holy zeal, 
and rigour and perſecution charg'd only 
upon the As of Uniformity and that again(t 
Conventicles, 


From pag, 3. to pag. 7. the DoFor labours 
to aflert the great numbers of Non-confor- 
miſts, and infinuates, that the prudence of 
our Governours could never have paſſed po 
 - mY 
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+. 
AT of Uniformity, if they had not been miſ- 


informed, that the numbers of Non-confor- . 


miſts were very inconſiderable. 


I confeſs, in State Logick number is a 
weighty argument, and in Politicks it muſt 
be thought impruderice, to diſoblige a nu- 
merous party, who are ableto affront their 
Governours, and caſt away their cords from 
them ; Cam plurimi peccant impunes ſunt : 
But whether the eſtabliſhing parties and di- 
vifions by a Law, do confift with the Piety 
of a Chriſtian Prince, I ſhall leave to your 
Tudgenzent to Enquire, Bur 1 ſee by the 
Defor's Maxims of Prudence, if the World 
run after the Beaſt, it is but the duty and 


wiſdom of the Kings of the Earth ro fall. 


down and worſhip him : and ifthe Arras 
faction be great and popular, it is Prudence in 
Conſt antins to Arrianize, 


It is worth obſerving, how theſe men to 


ſcrve rhcir Intercſt can quit rheir old: impro- 
priation of the little flock, and to make them- 
ſclvcs formidable, will appear as the Syrians, 
that cover the Land, But this Popiſh Ar- 
gumcnt of Number, is never urg'd but upon 
deſign ; for it is confels'd, Multirude is no 
inſallible argument of cryth, for Anti-chriſt 
will out-poll us, 7 

Es He 
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He .complains, that there is a vaſt num- 73 $9 


ber of Atheiſtical livers, that ſeldom or ne- 
ver reſort to publick worſhip; and yet theſe 
eſcape the Indictments of Law and Cenſures 
of the Church ; but all the arrows are made 
ready againſt the ſervants of the Living God, 
Whether the Title of the Servants of God, 
which theſe men appropriate to themſelves, 
be not a Preſumption, I ſhall leave to be 
examin'd by Omniſcience : But I am ſure, 
they are guilty of ſome actions of ſo bad a 
tincture that may make the World juſtly 


ſulpe&t, they wear the Livery of another 
Maſter. 


Burt if there be a femiſneſs of Govern- 
ment in Erxglana, or a connivance to Athe- 
iſtical Separatiſts, it is our complaint and 
lamentation as well as theirs. The Dodor 
in the ſame Section makes the number of 
the Atheiſts in Ezglaza not inferiour to the 
Non-conformiſts : AnG then by the late in- 
finuation their number will likewiſe plead 
for Toleration, and it will not be prudence 
to moleſt them. And where there are ma- 
ny Sectaries, it is no wonder there ſhould 
be as many Atheiſts, You know Sir, it 
was remarqued by a very obſcrving Gentle- 


man, That there were more Atheiſts in 
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the Seven Provinces, than tin the reſt of 


Chriſtendom : ( we muſt now except Ez- 
gland )andhe gives us this reafon for his con- 
jeure, That there were ſomany Religions, 
that there were great numbers of men that 
were of none atall, = 


Sir, There are many impertinencies in 
that little Book, which I chought not wor- 
thy the [examination , and which your 
Judgement will eaſily anſwer from the 
grounds of this diſcourſe : Such is his brand- 
ing Pariſh Churches fora Popiſh invention, 
which any ſober man would rather have 
thought to have been the contrivance of Rea- 
ſon and convenience ; for we find this inven- 
tion elder than the Pope; for they were 
founded in the Province of Alexandra in the 
dayes of Athanaſins, as Athanaſins and Epi- 
phanins inform us. 


Such another impertinence is his tedious 
Harangue about Separation from Parochial 
Organical Churches , which no way con- 
cern the conſtitution of the Catholick 
Church, or the Church of Ezxgland : for 
though deſerting our Pariſh Church in ſome 
circumſtance may be a diiorder, yer it is 
no Schiſm if we communicate with any 
ocher regular Aſlgmbly of the ſame com- 
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munion. Athanaſius does not accuſe 1ſchy- 
ras of Schiſm, for ſeparating from his Pa- 
rochial Congregation and Prieſt, but for ere- 
Qing a Conventicle, and dividing from the 


Biſhop, and the whole Catholick Church in 
Alexanaria. 


As for Mr. 7's Diſcourſe about the Obli- 
gation of Humane Laws, I ſhall refer him for 
an Anſwer co St. Paul and Biſhop Saxder ſor: ; 


and when they are anſwered we muſt enquire 


I takeno notice of the Ralery againſt Ce- 
remonies. The neceſſity of them in Publick 
- Worſhip, and the Authority of the Church 
in enjoyning them is ſubſtantially prov'd by 
Mr. Hooker, and lately by Mr. Falkner ; and 
if their Reaſons will not prevail, I will not 
pretend to work a Miracle, or hope to open 
the eyes of them,who are relolv'd to be blind, 


Sir, I hope that thcſe Papers will ſatisfie 
you, that theſe mcn are Schiſmaticks, and 
aſlure you that J am, 

SIR, 
Yonr faithful Friend 
and Servant, 
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Hononred Sir, 


Here lately came to my hand the 
Works of Mr. Hales, Entituled 
Golaen Remains, The moſt Sacred 


of theſe Reliques ,is a little Trat 
of Schiſm, which you fingi celebrated by che 
High and Mighty Tra»ſproſer, and. ap- 
plauded by your Door of Divinity, and is 
the fam'd Sanctuary of our dividing Par- 
ties. Therefore having ſome Months fince 
preſented you with my choughts concerning 
Schiſm, I chought my {elf obligd to an 
impartial peruſal of  chis Famous Trac, 
for fear I might chrough weakneſs of judge- 
ment have impos'd an error upon you and 
my ſelf. I found the Remaixs of Mr. Hales 
prefac'd with ſo yaſt an Ezcominm of the 
Author , that I addreſs'd my ſelf to his 
Tract of Schiſm with a very awſul reve- 
rence : relolving to ſubmit to che cleareſt 
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Reaſons; and not to be aſham'd tobe con- 


vinc'd by a Perſon of that admir'd Acureneſs. | 


But having with the moſt ſtrict intention con- 


ſider'd that Diſcourſe, I find my notion of 


Schiſm lefr untouch'd, 


But becanſe our Non-conformiſts (o oft 


Appeal to this Tractate, I reſolv'd to confti- 
der how far it could ſerve their Intereſt, and 
juſtifie their Separation. | 


Firſt, therefore he informs us, That there 


are two things which ſerve to compleat a 
Schiſm, 


7. Thechoice of a Biſhop in oppoſition 
tothe former. 


2. The ereQing of a Church or Oratory | 


for the dividing parties to meet in, . 


Now I acknowledge this notion of Schiſm 
to be both Antient and Orthodox : Schiſm 
being conſider'd as a breach of charity, or 
a diſſolving of that Bond of Peace, which 
we are ſo oftenſolemnly charged to pre- 
ſerve inviolate, And withour a great and 
evident neceſſity , this dividing muſt be 


very diſpleaſing unto the Prince of Peace, 


who 
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who did command us to be One, even as 
He and the Father are One. Of this na- 
ture was the Schiſm of the Arrians, Mile- 
ztians and Dopatiſts at their firſt dividing : 
They ſer up Altar againſt Altar, had Biſhops 
of their own party , andtheir peculiar Ora- 
tories, and would have no communion with 
the Biſhops or Aſſemblies of chat ſtanding 


part that alwayes called themſelves the Ca- 
tholick Church, 


The Church of EZxgland by the title of 
long preſcription and the eſtabliſhmeat of 
aLaw, is the ſtanding Church of this Na- 
tion , with which all the people of this 
Kingdom are bound ro communicate ; Bur 
our Non-conformiſts have choſen to them- 
ſelves Paſtors in oppoſition to the Biſhops 
and Prieſts of the Chutch of Zxeland, and 
have erected their diſtin&t Congregations to 
confront our Church Aflemblies, and chere- 
fore by Mr. Hales's definition they are guilty 
of complear Schiſm. 


Bur Sir, it muſt be obſery*d, that theſe 
men have run farther than the Arr:azs, 
Miletians and Donatiſts did at their firit di- 
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from the communion of the other part of 
the Church, yet they had ſo much Prudence, 
as they prelery'd to themſelves ſome Bi- 
ſhops and Prieſts who had receiv'd their 
Conſecration and Orders from the Carho- 
lick Church ; and when their Biſhops and 
Prieſthood were worn out, the Factions ex- 
pr - for they were not arriv'd to ſucha 

eight of Fanaticiſm, as to think themſelves 
a Church without the Government and 
Prieſthood of the Apoſtolick line. No, 
they were {o facred and curious in this, thay 
I find the Arriazs cavilling at the Ordina- 
tion of Athanaſius, as not being Catholick 
aad Canonical ; juſt as the Papiſts objeRed 
againſt us the Naggs-head Conſecration, 
And (by the way) that was the moſt 
weighty and conſiderable attempt that ever 
Rome made upon the Church of Exgland: 
and could they clearly have invalidated and 
diſannull'd our ſucceſhon. of Biſhops and 
Prieſthood , all the learning of Exg/and 
could not have provd us a Catholick 
Church, Burt this Gavil was with demonſtra- 
tion confured by that elaborate Piece of Mr, 
Maſon Arch-Deacon of norfolk, Sir, 1 
hope that tne merit ofthis Digreſſion will 
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But toreturato our Exe/ſb Sefaries ; ac- 
cording to Mr. Ha/es's notion, it would be 
indeed a very unhappy Schiſm in the 
Church of Exyland, for the Biſhop of Nor- 
wich and his Presbyters and Juriſdiction, to 
divide from the communion of the Arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury, and to ſet up a Church 
of the Eaſt Angles divided from that of the 
Weſt. Bur ſuppofing this, there were yer 
left to us this ſatisfaction, that we were 
ſtill under the Government and Miniſtry of 
that Biſhop and Prieſthood, of whoſe Con- 
ſecration and Orders we were ſufficiently al- 
furd ; and though this would be an un- 
lucky FaRion ' in the Erg/;ſb Hierarchy , 
yet it would be no Schiſm from the Catho- 
lick Church, | 


__ 
Bur our Separatiſts are run to a further 
diſtance ; for they have not ſer up Altar 
y_ Altar, or one Biſhop in oppoſition 
td another, but have thrown off ali the 
Biſhops and Pricſts of the Apoſtolick Suc- 
ceſhion,and have erected a Synagogue againſt 
the Church, and ſet up a Lay-Elder in op- 
poſition to the Biſhop and Prieſt, And this 
15 not only a diſobedience againſt the Laws, 
and a Schiſm from the eſtabliſh'd gs” 
+ oY 
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of En2land, but is a ſeparation from the 
Catholick Church. And ſeeing. our Secta- 
ries have no Priefthood , I believe their 


Conyenticles to be no more a Church, than 


2 Club of Mechanicks in a Coffcc-houte, 


For though ſome of theſe Congr:gations 


may retain Impoſition of hands as a mocke- 
ry of Ordination, yet the impoſing of Lay- 
hands, have no more power to confer Prieſt- 
hood, . thag I have to conſtitutea Judge of 
Ojer and Terminer, 


Mr. Hales makes Schiſm and Sedition of 
a very reſembling nature: He tells as, That 
Sedition is 4 Lay Schiſm, and Schiſm us an 
Ecclefiaſtical Sedition. Now, *tis true, it 
would bea great Sedition to ſet upa Prince 
of the Blood in oppoſition to our Soveraign, 
who by long and Legal Inveſtiture hath 
been poſſefled of Regal Supremacy : Buric 
wonld be Sedition of a deeper dye, to re- 
nounce all Allegiance to our Prince, and to 
caſt off the whole Royal Line, and ro ſet up 
a Foreigner, or one who had no allianceto 
the Royal Blood. | 


Thus, if to (ct up one Biſhop in oppoſi- 


tion to another (though both be of the - 


ſame Apoſtolick ſucceſſion ) if this be a 
::-1/*5, >... 


. Jah hangs 8 | gary frag Whilh c.d A #&o. "» 


+ an. am anew we an eÞþ. cot mn en cwAl win ON. ., oP 


© (65) 


Schiſm and a great diforder, then ſure, for 
our Series to caſt off all the Biſhops and 
Prieſts of the Catholick Church, and co 
ſet up ſuch Teachers and Governours, who 
have no relation to the Sacerdotal Line, 
this muſt be gave #47? the outmoſt and 
moſt Schiſmarical ſeparation from the Ca- 
tholick Church. 


But Mr. Hales proceeds and gives us a di- 
ſtiniou of Schiſm, There « a Schiſm, 
where only one part is the Schiſmatick, for 
where the occaſion # neceſſary, there not he 
that ſeparates, but he that i the cauſe of the 
Separation us the Schiſmatick. = 


This ſhall be allowed to be Orthodox 
too : and when ous Non-conformiſts can 
demonſtrate, that it is neceſlary for them to 
ſeparate from the Church of Englaxd, we 
will take off the Indi&menr, and abſolve 
them from Schiſm. But they muſt prove 
this neceſſity from weightier Topicks than 
Fringe and Lace. They muſt make ir evi- 
dent, that they cannot communicate with 
us, without manifeſt diſhonour to God, af- _ 
front to Feſws and his holy Religion, and 
evident hazard of their ſalvation, But this 
can never be prov'd, but from the New Go- 

: i ſpel 


> 0, . 
ſpel of private Conſcience z fo 
Church of Egland is fo happily conſtitu- 
red, that there isno Law nor Canon in the 


four - Evangeliſts, or in the Apoſtolick 


Aits or Epiſtles, that will juſtifie a ſe- 
paration from it, much leſs yore it to be ne- 
ceflary. 


Secondly, our Author tells us, That there 
is a Schiſm in which both parties are the 
Schiſmaticks 5 for where the occaſion of Se- 
paration is unneceſſary, neither ſide can be 
excuſed from the guilt of Schiſſm, An in- 
ſtance of this he gives us in that preat di- 
viſion between the Eaſtern and weſtern 
Churches about the Obſervation of Ea- 


fter. 


I confeſs I can make no Defence for the 
Churches of the Eaſt or weſt for that un- 


charitable divifion upon the account of a | 


different Ceremony ;, for ſure the ſeveral 
parts of the Catholick Church might have 
enjoy'd their peculiar Rites and uſapes, and 
yet preſery'd an entire peace and univerſal 
communion, I am of Sr. 4»tiz's mind, 


55ſt. 118, Totum hoc genus liber as habet obſervationes, 


nec Diſciplina ulla eſt in his melior pravi 
prudentique Chriſtiano, quam us eo mods 
4,4 
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tat quo apere viderit Ecclefiam ad quamcun- 
qwe forte devenerit. 


But how this Inſtance of the Paſchal 
Schiſm thould be improv'd to ſerve the 1n- 
tereſt of our Exzliſh Sectaries , I can no 
way diſcern, He that can from hence ex- 
tract a Plea for our Non-conformiſts, mult 
have greater $kill in Theological Chymi- 
ſtry, than I dare pretend to. For though 
this unhappy controverſie occaſioned a breach 
of charity and communion, yet here was no 
departure from the Catholick Church on 
cither fide, nor any violation of Order and 
Government ; for the Chriſtians of the Eaſt 
oblerv'd the Canons and Cuſtoms of the 
Eaſtern Church, and ſubmitted themſelves 
to the Government and Miniſtry of thoſe 


| Biſhops and Prieſts, in whoſe Juriſdiion 


they liv'd, and ſo likewiſe in the eſt, vice 


verſa. And would our Non-conformiſts 


learn but ſo much Order and Obedience, 
there were an end of the Schiſm, 


Thus I have conſider'd the Theorems of 
our Admir'd Author, and I find no miſchief 
in them 3 bur there are ſtil] behind ſuch a 
Train of conſequences, as (in my opini- 
on) are of very evil infinuation, and do 

no 
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no way merit to be reckon'd among his Go/d- 
en Remains. - 


| -T cannot approve of his ſevere Cenſure 
upon the Antieat Church, uponthe account 
ofthe. Paſchal difference : for he interprets 
that Breach to be a juſt judgement of God, 
( But then, Sir, mark che Provocation ) be- 
caiuſe ( ſayes he) that through floth and 
blind . obediente, men examind not the 
things which they were taught : but like 
Beaſts of Burden, patiently couch'd down , 
and indifferently underwent whatever their 
Swperiours laid upon them. 


. I abhor the Barbarity of rifling Sepul- 
chres, or diſturbing the Aſhes of the Dead. 
Bue 1. wiſh our ingenious Auchor had in- 
vented ſome kinder Embiems for the An- 
tient Chriſtians , than Aſs and Camel. 
For though they were ſo humble and 
peaceable, as quietly to ſubmit to the 
Orders of their Spiritual Governours, yet 
they were not ſo tame as to truckle roan 
Idol, though commanded to couch by /mpe- 
7141 TInjunctions. 


I will never plead for a brutiſh ;inadver- 
tency, or a blind and unchriſtian obedience 
c0 


65” A899 
to our Superiours. The Church provides 
by a Canon, that all Chriſtians ſhould once 
be Catechnmeni, inſtructedin the plain Fun- 
damentals of Faith and Piety ; and thete- 
fore it is fiot intended, that men {ſhould be 
ithpos'd_ upon in matters that concern their 
common falyatioti, and there is great rea- 
ſon, that in things of that moment ment 
ſhould be cautious and inquiſitive. Bur I 
believe chat Apoſtolick Canon, Let all things 
be dont in Detency and Order,hath left a great 
{cope to the wiſdom of our Superiours, to 
order the publick Adminiſtrations of Relt- 
gion. And in inſticutions of this nature 
| (rhe people being ſecured of all che pure 
heceſlaries to ſalvation ) I don't think chey 
are oblie'd to any further examination, their 

reateſt duty in this caſe is a quiet ſubmiſ- 

on, The Gentile Chriſtians of Axtzoch, 
knew themſelves to be free'd fromall Jew- 
iſh or Levitical Obſervances, but yet when 
| the Conncil at Feruſalem for prudential 
Reaſons and conſiderations enjoyn'd them 
the Abſtinence from Blood and things offe- 
red ro Idols, we don't read, that they en- 
quir'd any further, bur quietly obeyed chat 
Canon, and yer I hope thoſe primitive 
Chriſtians deſery'd a better name and cha-, 
racer than Beafts of Burden in matcers & 
FE 4s ens 
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this nature, I cannot yer' diſcern the guilt or 
irreligion of a blind obedience. 


I could wiſh that all Chriſtians would 
keep the common Faith, and praiſe the 
plain Rules of Chriſtian Religion, and theſe 
- things being preſerv'd entire, I ſee no mil- 

chief if in other things we ſhould leave our 
Superiours to govern, and ſubmit even with 
blind obedience, and not trouble our ſelves 
and the World with nice and ſcrupulous 
examinations. Blind or unexamining obe- 
dience to our Superiours, with thoſe limi- 
cations I have ſtated, would ſo much aflure 
the peace and order of the Church, thart if 
it were not a vertue, yet I am ſure it. would 
be a leſſer crime, than Pride, Schiſm or ob- 
ftinate diſobedience, 


Our Author refles again upon the Pal- 
chal Schiſm in theſe words, 


we may plainly ſee the danger of our Ap- 
'peal to Antiquity for Reſolution in contro- 
wverted Points of Faith, and how ſmall Re- 
licf we are 40 expett from them; for if 
the Direfion of the chiefeſt Guides and Di- 
.reffors of the Church, did ina point ſo Tri- 
wial ſo mainly fail them, can we without 


the 


ay bi RP 
the imputation of great Groſmneſs and 
Folly, think ſo poox-ſpirited Perſons com- 
petent Fuages of the Queſtions now on foot, 
between the Churches * Pardon me. I 
know what temptation drew that note from 
Me, 


| Now Sir you may perceive that the Au- 
thor was very {enfible, chat there was ſome 
ſuch guilt in this paſſage, as would ſtand 
in need of pardon ;, And thertfore if you 
dare advetiture the fcandal of giving pardon 
to a man, after he is dead, you may remit 
this guilty-paſhon of Mr. Hales : for my 
part, I have Charity for him, becauſe hetells 
us, that this exprefſion was drawn from 
him, by ſome vehement Temptation. And 
you know, thata very great Apoſtle under 
a Temptation denyed the Son of God ; and 
if this Good man in ſuch a Hurricane, Re- 
nounced all the Fathers of the Church, this 
ſhould plead for our compaſſion. 


W hat that particular Temptation was 
that occaſtoned this Ecftafie, he was not 
pleas'd to acquaint us, and therefore I 
cannot derermine,' bat give me leave to con- 
jeture, I find Mr, Hales had the ill De- 
ſtiny to be a member of the Belgick Synod, 
G "P» and 
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and he informs us in his Epiſtles; that it 


was ſometimes his Province, torefute the 


Arguments of the Remonſtrants, ( Hoſte 
abſente. ) Now perhaps , obſerving that 
thoſe poor-ſpirited Antients, would not be 
preſs'd into the Szates ſervice, but were all 
of a different opinion from that Synod, who 
knows but this unlucky contradiction, and 
his converſing too much with Dammann, 
might put him into an unwary heat, and 
make him Reprobare all Antiquity Our 
Church has ſo much Reverence for the 
Antients, as in her publick Articles to own 
the Authority of the firſt four General 
Councils, and King Fames himſelf would 
never impoſe upon us the Novel Decrces 
of Dort. 


I confeſs Sir, ever ſince I underſtood 
Greek, Thave tad the Groſsneſs and Folly 
(as Mr. H, interprets it ) 'to' have more 
value for the Judgement -of St, Cyrz/ of Fe- 
ruſalem, St.Gregory Nazianzen and ST.Chry- 
ſoſtome, than for the opinion of Bogerma- 
nws, Sybrandus, Bezaor Gomarus, I have 
been (o filly as to think the Antient, Ca- 


tholick Council of vzce ( that was but three. 


Centuries remov'd from the Apoſtles ) did 


merit more Authority and eſteem in che 
Rs Chri- 
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Chriſtian Church, chan chat partial and 
- Modern. Afſembly of Dore, And I cannot 
yet alter my perſwaſion. But I would glad- 


ly quit my (ſelf from thoſe ugly impuracions 
of Groſsneſs and Folly. 


- Imuſt therefore examine the Arguments 
of Mr. Hales, by which he invalidates the 
Authority of the Aatients. 


Firſt, He accuſes them for Poor-ſpirited 
Perſons. Indeed they never were ſo daring 
as to be ſo bold with the Attributes of God, 
as the Dutch Profeſſors were in the Synod 
of Dort, or as Beza was in Geneva : but yer 
theſe poor-ſpirited men had the Reſolution 
' to be Martyrs for the Name of Feſws ; and 
that Sir, TI ſhould think, js a very divine and 
noble piece of Gallantry. Beſides, ſome 
of them left to the World their Golden Re- 
mains, excellent Monuments of their Piety 
and Learning, as worthy as our Authors, 


Secondly, But his great Argument againſt 
Appealing to the Judgement of the Anti- 
ents , is their + indiſcretion about that 
trivial matter of the obſervation of 
Eafle To 
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The Churches of the Eft and weſ?, were 
not without ſome plauſible reaſons, tor theit 
different obſervance of that Feſtygal, and 


though they will not amount to a ſubſtan. 


tial Apology for that Controverſie ; yet 
they will ſomething help to leſſen the vaſt- 
neſs of the Indiſcretion ; for the Eaſterz 
Church had been taught by the Apoſtles, 
' an innocent complyance to the Fews in 
thoſe Quarters, that they might nor ſcandal 
them by a ſadden and total departure from 
all the Moſaical Rites and Obſervances ; 
and therefore the Chriſtians in the Eaſt go- 
verned them by St. Paws Rule: of complai- 


ſance, to the Fews they ſo far became Fews, 
as to celebrate the .Zafter Feſtival, upon 
the fourteenth Month, when the Fews ob- 


ſerv'd their Paſchal, And though 1 con- 


feſs, that Reaſon was out of force in two. 


or three Centuries, yer Sir, you know, Cu- 
ſtom has a Great Empire. upon wiſcr crea- 


tures, than Beaſts of Burden: and therefore 


it was no Prodigy of imprudence, nor any 
Divine Judgement, if they were {o tenaci- 


.. ous of an Antient cuſtom, that had a very 


innocent and Apoſtolick Foundation. The 


weſtern Church .being at a great diſtance: 


from Paleſtine, was never oblig'd to that 
complyance to the Fews : Burt being left 
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co their Chriſtian Liberty, and aſſured by 
an infallible Oracle, That our Laxd aroſe 
from the Dead upon the firſt day of the 
Week, therefore they judged ir moſt ap- 
polite and rational, co celebrate the Anni- 
verſary Feaſt of the Reſurreion, upon a 
Dies Domiyicns, | 


This -appear'd ſo reaſonable tro that ex- 
cellent Prince Conffanrine the Great, that 
with great Reſolution he oppos'd the Few- 
i{p complyance of the Eaſtern Chriſtians, 
and in his General Epiſtle concerning the 
Tranſactions of the Council of Nice, he 
diſlwades the Chriſtian Church from that 
cuſtom, Jtaque nihil vobis commune ſit 
cum infeſtiſſima Fudgorum Turbg———— 
Domizt Percuſſoribus, * And beſides his Im- 

1 Ratification of the Canon, of Nice, 
| he inforces a General Uniformity in the 
Obſervation of Eaſter, by a very plauſible 
Reaſon,'-in the ſame Epiſtle. ——— Unanm 
eſſe Catholicam ſuam Eccleſiam voluit, cujus 
tametſs partes in multis variiſque ſunt di- 
ſperſe locis, uno tamen ſpirits, hic eſt, Di- 
vino0 Arbitrio favetur. Conſfideret porro 
ſanititatu weſtre folertia, quam grave ſit 
& indecorum, per eoſdem Dies, alias quidens 
Jejwnits intentos eſſe, alios vero. vacare 

* Þ 4 - conviviis; 


Niceph.l.8. 
Ce 25, 
Lang, Int. 
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conviviis, All 1 defign by this, is, to ſhew 
that rhere was ſo much Plauſibility on each 
fide, that there was ſomething in the caſe 
more than Trifle, and not ſuch monſtrous 
gs and Folly as our Author repre- 
ents, 


But grant this Controverſie to be trivial, 
and the Antients indiſcreet in the manage 
of it, yer I cannot viſcern the Logick of 
his concluſion, that therefore they are nor 


to be appeal'd pnto in any controverlie of 
Religion, 


The ſenſe of this Argument amounts to 
thus much, Becauſe the wiſeſt and moſt 
learned men , have ſometimes their mi- 
ſtakes and indiſcretions , therefore their 
Judgement 15 never to_ be regarded in any | 
matter of momenr, 1 fancy the World-would 
find vaſt inconveniencies by ſuch a conſe- 
quence. Vin = 


Sir, 1 requeſt you to lend meyour Italian 
Boccaline, for the Conventions of Parne 
ſw have now as much Authority as the 
four firſt General Councils, and ſure 
there will not be ſo much Groſsneſs and 
Folly, in Appealing to the: Sentence of 

Y 2 30 2APPERLINg "2" " 
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Apollo, as in conſulting the Judgement of 
the poor-ſpirited Antients, Pray (earch the 
Rolls of Parnaſſus, that we may know 
whether, Apollo have recorded Biſhop Few- 
el, and all che Champions of the Reforma 
tion for Fools and Aſſes ; for 1 obſerye 
they were all ſo impertinent, as in the con- 
troverſie with Rome to Appeal very of- 
o_ to the Judgement of the Antient Fa- 
thers. 


Learned Chemier in his FIND ( for an- 
tiquity ſake I haye choſen the Hebrew Tin. r. 
Title ) diſputing de ſw Canons, cenſures 7:10. 
his Remiſh Adverſaries, for declining the $4.5. 
Judgement of the Antients in that Contro- 
verfte,, Diſſmnalant Adverſerii banc tantam 
Antiquorum Teſtimoniorum & copiam, && 
vehementiam : ut ſolent 2 ſolis Radiis ocu- 
los averiere , quibus lippitudo eſt incom- 
mas. 


There are two Caſes in which we Appeal 
to the old Catholick Fathers. 


$M Controverlies of Faith, or the great 
Do&rines of Chriſtian Religion. 


2, Concerning the Government , Cu- 
| ſome 


Ws; _ 
ſtome and Diſcipline of the Aatiene 
Church. | 


Now the great Diſpute is, Whether we 
may appeal co their judgement in matters 
of Faith. And here I will freely truſt 
you with my Sentimentss My Belief of 
the great Fundaments and DoQrinals of 
Chriſtianity is founded upon thoſe Divine 
Oracles of the Holy Scriptures : But my 
Perſwaſion is much help'd and eſtabliſh'd 
by the univerſal conſent of the. old Ca- 
tholick Church in the ſame Articles. For 


I confider , that the Aatients of the firſt 


| fonr Centuries, liv'd very nigh the time 
of the firſt Promulgation of Chriſtianity, 
when the Senſe of the Apoſtolick Age, 
was yet freſh and early. And I am huge- 


ly confirm'd by obſerving, that the old 


Greek Fathers and Councils expounded 
the Creed juſt as we do: for ſure they 
muſt in reaſon be ſuppos'd to underſtand 
the Idiom of their own Language, and 
therefore to interpret the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel better than we , who are ſa many 
Ages remov'd from the firſt Revelation, 
and are but Forreigners to that Language in 
which the Goſpel was writ, 


There 
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There is ſtill a controverſie on foot in 
the Churches ( to uſe the Phraſe of our 
Author ) concerning the eternal Divinit 
of Feſus the ſon of God, and the Reſur- 
rection of the Fleſh is till called in Que- 
ſtion, Now though my Belief of theſe 
rwo Articles, is primarily founded upon 
the Sacred Scriptures, yet that which makes 
up my Plerophorie, is the authority of the 
Antients, For though the Sacred Wri- 
tings appear very expreſs in thoſe two Ar- 
ticles, yer I have ſcen all thoſe Texts fo 
cunningly evaded by the plaulible interpre- 
cations of the Socizuians, that I confels it 
is great ſatisfation to me, that the anti- 
ent Catholick Church did in- General 
Councils maintain thoſe Articles and ex- 
pound the Holy Text in that ſenſe which 
we receive, I was about to have con- 
cluded this with an old ſentence of Y7z- 
centius Lyrinenſis, but I confider'd, that 
ro prove the Authority of the Antients, by 
an antient Author, would be falſe Logick , 
and- a groſs impertinence ; and I am very 
ſhye of thoſe ill-looking imputations. 
Therefore I 'will end with the authority 
of the great Chamier, who was but a Mo- 
dern Divine, and of the Reformed Gal:- 

can 
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can Church, and 1 hope our Appeal to him 
will be allowed. 


In the comroverſie De Scripture tuter- 


pretatione, hediſcourſes of the leveral helps. 


to @ right interpretation of Scripture, and 
amonp the reſt mentions the judgement. of 
the Ancients, Alter ordo weterum eft, at- 
que eorum qui noſtram atatem praceſſe- 
runt. Horum labores nemo pius dubitat , 
Deum extare voliſſe, ut qui viventes pro- 
furrunt Eccleſia , mortui non fint inutiles, 
Fuvat ergo: ex valde quidem juvat, ſciſci- 


tari quid. fenſerint olim bons Patres, tum 


de fidei Av ticwlis , tam de fingulorum Scri- 
pture locorums interpretatione ; neque eorum 
Teftimonium parvi faciendum, mult minus 


rejiciendum. abſque graviſiimi Ratione, etſi 


max debeagt fidet noſtr e dominart. 


This learned man was under no tempta- 


tion as our Author was, and therefore ex- 
preſſes his opinion of the Antients with 
much Reaſon and Reverence : and there. 
fore if I have been guilty of Groſsneſsand 
Folly in my 'appeal to Antiquity, you ſee 
Sir, I have very Learned Fools to bear me 
company, 


2. Our 
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2, Our next Appeal to 'Antiquity is 
in the Queſtions concerning the antient Go- 


vernment and Diſcipline of the Catholick 
Church, 


Methinks there ſhould be -no diſpute whe aa 
concerning the Equity or Reaſonablenelſs of thoriry 
our Appeal in this caſe. For all Courtso _— 
Juſtice, in a Queſtion concerning an anti-. Bapriſm, 
ent cuſtom or praQtice, do conſtantly paſs Me Lords 
ſentence, according to the Teſtimonies'of dibenteg 
the moſt aged men. Aad though we ſhould _ 
grant, that the antieat Fathers were got ——oning 
wiſe enough to be Judges, yet ſure their burthe 
very antiquity makes chem the moſt com- Jrtority 
petent Witneſſes of the Government and Rice of 
Practice of the Church, in the firſt Ages *< Au 


of Chriſtianity. 


Sir, you ſee our Houſe of Peers, when 
their Fong were queltioned by the 
Commons , thought ir. the moſt carional 
Method to determine that .controverlie,. by 
an Appeal to antient Preſidents, And if our 
Proteſting Lords would be as juſt ro the 
Church, as they are to cheir own Court, 
and allow the antient Records of the Ca- 
tholick Church to be as Sacred , as the 

og 
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old Rolls of Parliament, they would have 
_ bblig'd themſelves never to alter Epiſco- 
pal Government, For we can ſhew more 
numerohs, and far more ancient Monyu- 
ments to prove the Primitive and continued 
Juriſdiction of Biſhops, than their Lord- 
' thips can produce;to aftert their peculiar Pre- 
rogatives. 


Bur Sir, if you would more clearly un- 
derſtand this neceffity or uſefulneſs of ap- 
pealing to the Antients, let me humbly of- 
fer this advice. I know your Temper 
is ſerious and contemplative , but I adviſe 
you upon this ſpecial occaſion ro com- 
poſe your mind into an extraordinary Fix- 
ation; and when you are retired, and 
your eyes ſhut, and your arms folded, 
Then think out of the World all Coun- 
cils and Fathers, Fancy we had no more 
notice of che Judgement or Practice of 
the Antients, than Origez had of his 
State of Pre-exiſtence Suppoſe this pre- 
ſenc Age of the Church to have no Monu- 
ment of Chriſtian Antiquity, bur the Go- 
ſpels and Epiſtles in Greek, and no $kill 
in that Language, but what we learned 
from Pagan Orators, Poets and Philoſo- 


phers : Andat my next Viſit pray acquainc 


me 
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me with the Reſult of your thoughts; 
Whether in thoſe conſiderations you did 
not fancy a ſtrange Darkneſs upon the 
face of Chriſtendome , and ſee a neceffiry 
of a New Revelation to interpret the 
Old. 


Our Author proceeds and tells us-; . Ze 
ſees no Reaſon, why opinionum ' varietas 8 
 opinantium unitas ſbould be daizzra,” why we 
might not differ in opinion, and yet communt<- 
cate in SACris. ED | 


The Honour of God and Religion have ſo 
much ſuffered by our Diviſions, that 1 wiſh 
with St. Paul, Rom. 15.6, That we. might 
with one mind and with one mouthGlorifieGod 
the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, But 
fince our controverſies in Religion are ſo far 
mulciplyed, that there is no hope the Chri- 
ſtian Werld ſhould ever unite in one judge- 
ment, withour the force of a Miracle, yer 
it would be happy if all Chriſtians would 
quietly enjoy their Differences of Opint- 
on, and be ſo far of one mind, as to go 
up together to the Temple to pray and 
communicate with the Catholick Church in 
SACTIS, 


The 
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The Church of Znglend retains no Sa: 
craments, bur thoſe which have the ma- 
nifeſt Authority of Divine Inſtitution, 
All the Prayers of this Church are im- 
mediately direRed to the Eternal God : 
and all preſented in the Name of Feſus, 
We Pericion 'for nothing , but what the 


Religion - of Feſws allows us to ſuppli- | 


cate. And therefore I ſee no reaſon why 
all che People of this Nation, who ate 
not Acheiſts and Anti-chriſtian , ſhould 
not communicate with us in thoſe £con- 
teſled [Services of. Prayers, Praiſes and: Sa- 
cramentals. 


And this is all that is required by that 


Tyrannical A# of  Uniformity, And 


therefore thac great Popular Orator in 
his late Harangue. co the Houſe of-Lords 
has impoſed a Fallacy upon u$, -For ht 
paſſionately complains agaiaſt 'the Law ; 
for wrong the People of their Proper- 
ties, only becauſe they cannot agree with 
Church-men in ſome uncettain Opinions of 
Religion, 


I hope ic will not amount to g$canda- 
lam Magnatum t (ay, that this is meer 


Sophiſtry. 
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Sophiſtry. For our. Laws proſecute no 
man for difference of Opinion; no, ſo 
far from this; that che very .A# againſt 
Copventicles allows our Diflenters., nor 
only their different Opinions , . but. the 
quiet uſe and . enjoyment of their ſeveral 
Religions in their own Families; nay, - ic 
granted them a further Favour and Li- 
berty, - that they might receive four or 
five more of the ſame diſſenting Brother- 
hood, . to make the exerciſe more full 
and ſatisfying. Here was nothing prohi- 
bited but noiſe and mulkicude. Bur they 
might notwithſtanding that Law have 
peaceably enjoyed their different Opini- 
ons and Property too (that great Funda- 
mental of State Religion. ) The Church 
doth: not put the Souls of men upon che 
Rack, or command an exact conſent to all 
ber Publick Articles ; but indulges a diffe- 
rence of Opinion : ir only provides for the 
Beauty , Order and Solemnity of -Publick 
Worſhip, by enjoyning all che Chriſtians 
of this Kingdom to communicate with us 
in thoſe common Sacra, thatallſober Chri- 
fians acknowledge to be of univerſal obli- 
gation, | 


{. 


G But 


af 
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- But here your Door would Rejoyn, 
that it is as far from Corwall to Ber- 
wick, as from Berwick to Corpwall, and 
demand a Reaſon, why we do not exerciſe as 
much charity to others, as we expe to 
our ſelves, or why we ſhould not with 
as much Reaſon be obliged ro communi- 
cate with their Aſſemblies, as to expe& 
chem to be preſent at ours? For our 
Author was ſo kind to Difſlenters, as 
he tells us, He ſees no Reaſon why we 
ſhould nt mix with thoſe divided Aſſem: 
blies, where there was nothing done , but 


what True Picty anda Devotion would 
brook. | 


If I may credit my own Conſcience, [ 
have a very ſerious love and veneration 


for all True Piety aud Devotion, Bur 


1 am reſolved to have no communion 
with Conventicles, and will faithfully 
acquaint you with my Reaſons for that 
Reſolve. 


Firſt , My ears are not fitted for the 
unintelligible Rapſodies of Enchuſiaſtick 
Divinity, Nothing imprefles upon me, 
but what my Reaſon and Judgement can 
give a ſober account of. And / am 

ure, 


Lak 
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ſure, there are many Aﬀeniblies in £##-- 
pland , called: Religions Meetings, whoſe 
chieſeſt- Devotions conſiſt. in nothing bur. 
Froth and Groans ( to borrow an odd phraſe 
from our Author. ) 


Secondly, I will appeal from our Au- 
thor ; ' to-Mr, Hales, who towards the' 
end of this Trad gives us | a very Or- 
thodox Definition of a_ Conventicle. 4 
Conventicle "4:4 Congregation of Sthiſma- 
ticks, 'or all Meetings ' apo unneceſſary 
ſeparatios , (and concludes) that it 4 
wt lawful, 20 not for Prayer, for Hear- 
ing ; for Conference ; or for any other Re- 
ligious Office whatſoever, for the People to 
Aſſemble otherwiſe, than by Publick Order 
# allowed. | | 


- Now ſince: F can enjoy a communion 


with the Catholick Church , and all the 
advantages of Chriſtianity , without go- 
ng to a 'Conventicle , I think it were 
neither Piery nor Devotion for me t0 
communicate with thoſe. Congregations 
which our Author grants to be unlaw- 
ſul Aflemblies, Had I lived'in the dayes 
of Dzrocleſian, I would have been a mem- 
ber of the Eccleſia Subterranea , and have 


G 2 aſſembled 
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aſſembled with the Catholick Chriſti- 
ans in Caves and Grotto's, which neceſ- 
ſity had conſecrated into Holy Places : 
But ſince it is my happy Lot to live in 
that Age and Kingdom , where Chriſti- 
anity may be confeſled above ground , 
ſince a juſt Anthority hath opened our 
Churches , ſeeing I may offer all the 
Publick Devotions that God requires, in 
thoſe Solemn Places which the Law ap- 

oints :- Since I can at the ſame time 
e both Devout towards God , and Obe- 
dient to my Governours , I reſolve 1 
will have no- communion with thoſe Af- 
ſemblies , which the Law of the Nati- 


on, and the: Canons of the Church make 


Arregular. Sir, I afſure you , it adds 
ſome cheerfulneſs tro my Publick Devo- 
tions , that I can at the ſame time, 
both give unto G9d , the things that are 
God's, and to. Ceſar the things that are 
Ceſar's;: RE : | 
Thirdly, I reſolve I will never be a 
member of our. ſeparate Congregations'; be- 
cauſe inthem{' cannot be aſſured of my com- 
plear - communion. with the Catholick 
Church , or «he advantages of a Regular 
Priefihood. tt | 
| I que- 

( 
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1 queſtion not, but God may par- 
don without the Abſolution of a Prieſt , 
and give a man poſleſſion of erernal 
life, without the Seal or Title of a Sa- 
crament : bur ſalvation is a matter of ſuch 
vaſt importance, that I would never ad- 
yenture it upon extraordinary Methods : 
in concerns of Religion and everlaſting in- 
tereſt, I love to enjoy all the ſecurity, 
that God hath piven co. mankind, In 
that great Schiſm of 7ſ-4e/ , ſome of the 
moſt ſober and conſidering Fews, were 
not ſatisfied with their communion in that 
new Church of 7frae/, though it was 
eſtabliſhed by the Law of Feroboam , bur 
returned 'to worſhip at Feruſalemzs yet 
the Tribes of 7ſrael! retain'd the ſame 
Creed with thoſe of Fudah, and the Calves 
of Daz and Berhel were not defign'd for 
Idols, but ſer up in imitation of the Che. 
rubims in the Temple , but thefe wiſe men 
were diflatisfied, becauſe their Prieſts were 
not of the Aaronical Line, and had no 
other Conſecration or Authority, bur 
what was deriv'd from the Patents of Fe- 
roboam, and they could not be aflured , 
that God would accept their Oblations 
from the hands of thoſe men, who had 


(90) 
no Regular Prieſthood, Now there is 
great Reaſon 40. believe, that. there ſhould 
be as much order in the Kingdom, of 
Teſus, as there was un, the Fewuſb, Poli. 
ty.; and therefore 1 am, aſſurid both by 
Reaſon and Sacred Oracles, that there is 
an Evangelical Prieſthood , that hath ſuc- 
cecded that of-Aaroy; That there is a 
peculiar Order of men, : | ans re- 
ceiv'd this Prieſtly Authority, , [by a Re- 
gular Ordjnatjon from. the: Apoſtles Suc 
ceſlaurs. And.I eſteem thele men accord 
ing to Sr. Paul's Injunction, - as the Stew. 
aras of the manifold Myſteries of God, and 
the Miniſters of Reconciliation: andrhere- 
fore ( without. an inevitable neceflicy.) 
I will neyer live without the , advantage 
and fatisfachion of their 'Miniſterial Aur 


thority. - W 
. LOEATS: 1375304 2 IEP Big ca F p 
-,ot. Chryſeferre in_his Diſcourſe met "ire 
GUYS 2 highly magnifies the Office and Ay- 
thority of. a Piieſt; for ſpeaking of-.chac 
order of men, he tells us, Efvoiav taper. 
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That God hath inveſted the Brieſk with 
ſuch, Authority, » * a5, he'; yever confer 
rea upou Angels or Arch: Angel, "For it 
which of the Angels did he ſay; 48 any time, 
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hat ever ye bind on Earth , is bound 
in Heaven ; and whoſe fins ye Remit, 
they are Remitted ? For as the Father 
gave Power to the Son to Remit ſins, ſo the 
Son of God hath committed the ſame Power 
to his Miniſters on Earth, 


I believe the Power of Abſolution which 
was conferred upon the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood , by the Commiſſion of our Lord, 
is not ſo large, as the Pope would extend 
its nor yet ſo inconſiderable as the Puri- 
tan fancies ir, TI believe our Saviour did 
not trifle , when he granted that Char- 
rer to the Apoſtles, bur ſure there is 
ſomething in chat Authority , that is ſq- 
lemn and momentous , and whatever ir 
be, I. reſolve to enjoy the benefit of ir, 
And therefore I declare , that T would 
ſooner travel from London to Lariſſz, to 
communicate with the Greet Church , 
where I might be aſſured of Prieſtly Au- 
thority, than waik from Temple-Bary to 
weſtminſter, to joyn with a Lay-Conven- 
ticle, Iknowno Rule in the World, thar 
can rationally aſlure me of Miniſterial Au- 
thority, but a, Sacerdotal ſucceſſion from 
the Apoſtles. 
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As for the Pretenſion of inſpiration, it 
is no more than AMahomet and Manes, 
and every Impoſtor have pretended, Their 
Argument from 'Gifts,, and Qualifications , 
weighs nothing with me. A Few under 
the Moſaical Occonomy , might have hi- 
red an Hebrew Butcher, who might have 
{Jain his Lamb or Goat, and have dreſs'd 
it, and laid it upon an Altar with' as much 
art and exactnels,” as the eldeſt Prieſt in 
the Temple : but 'then it had been no 
Sacrifice, nor have ever been accepted 
of God, as a Legal Attonement :; no, it 
was the Prieſts offering Sacrifices, that 
made them Peace-offerings ; it was the 
Prieſts ſprinkling the blood upon the 
Aitar of the Lord, and his burning the 
Far, that was an eſſential Requiſite to 
render the Oblation a {weet favour unto 
the Lord. Angels and Arch-Angels are 
Wile, Zealous and Holy Spirits, | but all 
their cxcellencies do not make them Prieſts, 
though in another ſenſe they are Mini- 
ſtring. Spirits. To conclude this, fince 
| can no way be rationally ſecured of my 
Relation to Chriſt, or of my participa- 
rion of all the advantages of Chriſtiani. 
ty, but by a communion with the CO 
lf = ic 
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lick Church and its Miniſterial Authority, 
I do therefore aflure you, thatT have a grea- 
ter value for my communion with the Prieſts 
and the Temple, than for that ador'd Diaz 
_ of Exgliſh Property. And if any nahappy 
circumſtance ſhould ever put me upon the ex- 


' 


Sir, if ever the Chriſtian World become 
wiſe and ſober, this very conſideration would 
repair the Breaches of the -Catholick 
Church,and prove the final Ruine of fanatick 
Conyenticles Oo 


Our Author paſſionately declaims a- 
gainſt the» upremacy and Ambition of Bi- 
ſhops, | | 


I confeſs, Pride and Ambition are great- 
ly inconſiſtent with the humble nature of 
Chriſtianity , and are ſtrange indecencies 
in Spiritual Governours : and I will never 
make an Apology for Vice and Diſor- 
der. Bur this ought not to be urged as 
a Reaſon for the extirpation of Epiſcopa- 
cy. Our Lord did not faſpend nor degrade 
his Apoſtles, becauſe there was a ſtrife 
among them, who ſhould be the wemeh, 
TY or 


periment, I would deſert this, to enjoy the | 


| 
P! 

| 

: 

| 
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Nor would it be juſt or charitable, to 
charge all Biſhops with theſe evil imputa- 
tions. I obſerve one famous Inſtance of 
Humility in the Chair of Rowe, and thar 
Sir you know, is the moſt Principal Seat of 
Ambition. 


Gregory Biſhop of Rome, who in the 
year of our Lord 596, ſent Auguſtine in- 
to En2land to convert the Saxons, in his 
Epiſtle ro Enlogius Biſhop of Alexandria, 
difowns the ambitious Title of Univerſal 
Supremacy : Indicare quoque Ueſira Bea- 
titudo ſtuduit, jam ſe quibuſdam- now ſcri- 
bere ſuperba wocabula, que ex vanitatis 
radice prodierunt , & mihi luquithir di- 
cens 5 Sicnt juſſſtis, Quod verbum ſuſſi- 
onis peto 4 meo Auattu removere,. quia 
ſcio quis ſum, qui eſtis, Loco enim mihi 
Fratres eſis, moribus Patres, non ergo 
juſſs, ſed que mtilia viſa ſunt indicare 
CUI UUE Cine  CCce-: 18 prefatione 
Epiſtole quam ad me ipſum qui prohibut 
direxiftis, ſuperbe Appellationis werbum, 
Untverſalem me Papam aicentis , impri- 
mere curaſtis, Quoad peto aulciſſima mihs 

anftitas veſtra ultra non faciat : quia 
wvobu ſubtrahitur quod alteri plus, quam 


ratio exigit, prebetur, And we muſt nor 
| look 
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look upon this Modeſty ,. as the Poor ſpj- 
rited hymour of this ſingle Biſhop , | for 
he aſſures us in the ſame Epiſtle, .' that it 
was the conſtant humility of. his Prede- 
ceflors; ———Recedant verba que vanita- 
tem inflant, & charitatem vuluerant, & qui- 
aeni in Sanita Chalcedonenſt Synodo atque poſt 
a ſubſequentibus Patribus hoc Deceſſoribus 
mets oblatum veſtira ſanititas novit, .ſed ta- 


men nullus eorum uti hos unquam voeabulo 
voluit, 


...;Bur Sir , our Author not only proteſts 
againſt the Ambition, but the Authority 
of Biſhops : for he tells us, They do but 
abuſe themſelves and others, that would 
perſwade us, that Biſhops by Chriſts inſtituti- 
on, have any Superiority over other men,than 
that of Reverence, 


:- He grants, that there is a greater Reve- 
rence due to them, than to other men, but 
haw this ſhould become a duty, withour ſup- 
poſing a juſt ſuperiority to exact ir, I cannot 
underſtand. | LE 


- 'Þ-will not here ingage in the Con- 
troverſie about the Divine Right of Epi- 
ſcopacy, But I am ſure the Apoſtles had a 
rg b Superiority 
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Superiority over the Seventy Diſciples 
by Chriſts Inſtitution } and I am certain 
that che Antient Catholick Ehurch did 
eſteem- Biſhops as the Apoſtles Succeſ- 
ſors, The firſt we meet with in Eccleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtory that ever denyed the Su- 
periority of Biſhops, was Aerins a diſcon- 
rented Arian, and Epiphanius records him 
for a Heretick, and brands his Opinion as 
a Diabolical Deluſion. 


Sir, there remains nothing more conſj- 
derable in onr Author, only the old Puri- 
tan Cavil againſt all Pomp and Geſtures, 
Garments and Mufick in Publick Wor- 
ſhip. I confeſs , I diſlike the gaudy Pa- 
geantry and numerous Ceremonies of the 
Ordo Romanus, and I as much abhorr the 
Rudeneſs of a Conventicle, Eh 


Sir , I have neither mind nor leiſure 
to examine the ſcruples of nicer fancies, bur 
I will propound theſe Queries, and reſerve 
them for future conſideration, | 

1. Whether the Governours of the Ca- 
tholick Church have not as much Autho. 
rity £0 make Inſtitutions in matters indif- 
| ferent , as the Apoſtles * Whether the 
Womans 
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Womans Veil, or the Holy Kiſs, were more 
Fare Divine, than the Surplice or Sign of 
the Croſs ? 


2. Whether a Pompous Superſtition in 
Publick Worſhip, be not more pardona- 
ble,. than a Rude Forlorneſs: Or, whe- 
ther a Sawcy Rudeneſs will not ſooner 
incroduce Atheiſm, than the moſt Glorious 
Superſtition 5 


3. Whether the awful Adorations of 
the Fews, the Glory of the Tabernacle 
and the Temple, che: Ornaments of the 
Prieſts, and the Muſick, were Leviti- 


cal, or rather founded upon Moral Rea- 
ſons y 


4. Whether a Publick Oratory or 
Church that is ſer apart for the more Solemn 
Worſhip of the Eternal God , may noc 
without Superſtition be as Glorious and 
Magnificent, as the Stadthouſe in Holland * 
( except Imagery.) Whether a ReſpeR 
to God, will not as {much juſtifie one, 'as 
a —_—_ to the States, will vindicate che 
Other ? 


Sir, 
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Sir, Whenever - you pleaſe to: command. 


I ſhall, enquire for Reſolution, -in the 
mean 1l reſt, 


Sir, 


Tour Aﬀetionate Friend 
and Servant, 


R. GC. 
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Third Letter 


OF R.C. to his very| | 
Worthy and Honoured 
Friend W. C. Elq;. | | 


= a—_— 


Wherein ſome Popular Cavils againſt | | 
EPISCOPACY, andthe Antient | | 
Notion of SCH15$M, are = 
conſidered. = 
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Printed by R. w. for William Oliver Book- 
ſeller in Norwich, and are to be ſold by him 
there, and R. Chiſwell at the Roſe and 
Crown in St. Paul's Church- 
yard. 1677. l] 
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PE OY 


A Third Letter of R. C. to W.C. 


Hen I firſt launch'd at your 
command , our Horizon 
was dark and lowring , and 


I thought of nothing bur 

Storms and Shipwracks ; But on a ſuddain 
the Clouds ſcattered, and our Light began 
to break forth like the morning. Philip de 
Comines hath ſo ſcofft at our Nation for 
their cafe belief of Prognoſtications, that 
I am aſhamed toown any regard for Mo- 
dern Prophecies 3 But there is one Stanza 
in Noſtredamws, of ſuch anſpicious aſpe&to 
England, that my love to my Prince and 
Country, would perſwade me to be credu- 
lous, Ir follows ſome pages after that ex- 
H 3 | actly 


x 
} 


(102) 
actly accompliſhed Prediion of the burn- 
ing of London, 


Thus in old Frexch Rhithme ; 


Ls grand Empire ſera par Angle-terre, | 
Le pempotan des ans plus de trou cens, 
Grandes copies paſſer par mer et terre, 

Les Lufitains # ex ſeront pas contens. 
The great Empire on Exgl:ſþ ſhore 

Shall fix three hundred years and more ; 
Great Fleets and many a Royal band 
Shall move and paſs by Sea and Land ; 
The Laſitains ſhallenvious be 

At Enzlanads powerful Monarchy, 


Now Sir, it will be but a Loyal and plea- 
ſant (uperſtirion to fancy this Prophecie may 
commence this preſent year, and if this pre- 
diction be ever accompliſht, I ſhould hope 
for the flouriſhing eſtate of the Church of 
Enpland, for there isno' reaſon to believe, 
that the Briti/þ Monarchy ſhould ever be 


- glorious under Papal or Presbyterian fla- 


very : And let our Latitudinarian Politi- 
cians talk what they will,” I ſtill believe, 
that it is one of the fundamentals of the 
Crown, to maintain the honour and © 

| | n F304 0," 
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bliſhment of the Church of Ezgland ; whoſe 
confels'd principles of Peace and Allegiance 
is one of the ſtrongeſt props of the Throne, 
and che ſureſt guard to the Kings of E7z- 
gland, 


Sir, you muſt not expect any great mat- 
ters from this Letter, which had a ſudden 
compoſure, and is delign'd only for diver-" 
ſion to you, and my telf, As for my an- 
{wer to weightier ObjeQions , I reſerve 
them, till the Door ſhall reallize his Brava- 
does, and do me the honour to conſider me, 
In the mem time I ſhall only give you a 
ſhort account of my firſt Voyage, and of a 
pleaſant encounter I had with a Datch 
Doggeer. 


Art his firſt ſalute, he diſchars'd upon me 
a whole volly of Granadoes, call'd me Prc- 
latical Coxcomb, impudent fellow, and a 
mover. of Sedition : Bur that is true which 
Charrop tells us, in his Petit Traidfe dels 
Sageſſe, 1t wa rien ſt ayſe que meſaire, 
Thar railing is the eaſieſt ſcience in the 
world. And therefore I ſhall return no an+ 
ſwer to his clamours, only conſider his force 
of reaſon. 


| Firſt he ſayes; © That the notion of 
Coe $43 - - mou 
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« Schiſm that I aſſert, does ſo ſeverely re- 
« fle& upon the foreign Churches, who have 
« noBiſhops, nor Prieſts of theApoſtolick [uc- 
« ceſſion;-rhat it would be State Intereſt to 
« do jaſtice upon me and my Book, by a 
« publick cenſure of Parliament, for fear it 
- * ſhould provoke our Neigbours toa War, 
* or ſome other unkind reſentments. 


_ Six, I verily believe, tha the little Book 
like its Author, will be na traveller, nor 
ever viſit foreign Courts or States ; Idon't 
chink it will ever ſee Leyden, or Geneva, Or 
any of the Cantons of Switzerland, and 
therefore there is no fear of provoking 
forcign atiimoſities. 


The only danger is, that Cenſorio Poleti- 
co ſhould cranſporc it with ſome 11] deſign 
but yer if this were done, the Book is ſo 
perir a thing, that it would never have ſuch 
influence abroad, as to raiſe one company of 
Dutch ot"$witzers. Perhaps it may beſo 
far conſidered beyond Sea, as. to levy four 
or five ſheets of paper, and coſt the ſhed- 
ding of a few drops of Ink ; butit isno way 
probable, it ſhould create any bloody, or 
chargeable War : and therefore I hope the 
angry Gentleman will not ſo far forget his 
Poliricks, as to trouble chat wiſe and ho- 
| | Poo 0 
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nonrable Aſſembly of Parliament, with ſuch 
an idle impertinence. 


Bur Sir, if we muſt not ſpeak a ſevere 
truth for fear of difobliging foreigners, ir 
will be State intereſt too , to expunee a 
very conſiderable part of the Goſpel of Fe- 
{*s. Forour Lord ( who by a Divine Com- 
miſſion and power is the great Lord and di(- 
penſer of life eternal ) tells us in his Goſpel, 
that he that believeth in him, though he $t. Joh. 6. 
were dead, yet ſhall he live, and He will 4* 
raiſe him up at the laſt day; and St. Fohn, 

( who was Secretary to our Lord, and laid 

in his boſom) tells us in his Goſpel, that the Jok.1.x 2, 
power or priviledge of being ſons of God is 
given only to 4s many as receive Chriſt ; 

that is, to as many as faithfully and piouſly . 
eſpoule the Religion of Jeſus 3 and he fur- 

ther aſlures us in one of his Epiſtles that 

God hath given unto us eternal life, and that , x1, 5 
this eternal life ts in his Son ; and then con- Joh-c.5. v. 
cludes,that he who hath the Son hath life,and 5 
he who hath not the Son hath not life, W hich 

is the ſame thing that a great Apoſtle hath A. 412. 
boldly aflerted, that there is no name under 
heaven given unto men, by which they (hall 
be ſaved, but only the name of Jeſus, 4, e. 
that fince the coming of the Mefras, no 
man muſt hope to be ſaved by Aoſes or 
H 4 Mabs- 
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1:ahomet, Brachmay Or Hali, or by any 0- 
ther Prophet or Religion, but only by Jeſs 
and Chriſtianity. Now my Charity is [o 
orcat, that I care not ſay, that one fingle 
{oul in the Great Turks Dominions ſhall þe 
damned to eternal chains, or that any of the 
Moors of Africa ſhall he doom'd to the 
blackneſs of darkneſs, becauſe they are 
Mahometans ; I could rather perſwade my 
ſelf that they have their portion in this life, 
in pleaſant and plentiful regions, and at the 
end ſhall find aquier grave, and fleep in duſt. 
Bur in allthe 2agaa Charta of the Goſpel, I 
do not find one clauſe, that intitles thoſe Ali- 
ens to a reſurrection, or the bliſsful viſions 
and felicities of a heavenly Kingdom. - No, 
that bleſſedneſs ſeems only reſery'd for the 
Chriſtian Church, whom only the Goſpel 

calls the ſozs or the houſhold of God ; and 
therefore as far as can be adjudged by us, 
oy are the ſole heirs of that eternal King- 

ome. 


Now this hard ſentence may incenſe the 
whole body of Twrks and Infidels, who you 
know command the vaſteſt and moſt potent 
Empires of. the world , and therefore are far 
more formidable,than alittleCanton ofChri- 
ſtendome, and therefore by our Politicians 
prudentials, it will be an important intereſt 


o\ 
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of State, to eraſe thoſe forecited Texts out 
of our Epzliſh Bibles for fear we ſhould pro- 
voke the Grand Sigptor, and the great Cham 
of Tartary, and alarm the Indian ogu, 
and the black Legions of Morocco, = | 


Secondly, as ſoon as this ſmoke was over, 
he fired upon me this thundring argument ; 
viz, «What if a man ſhould be caſt upon 
« ſome uninhabited Ifland 2 Muſt -he there- 
« fore be counted a Schiſmatick, and be 
* damned, becauſe he is out of the Juriſ- 
« diction and Miniſtry of all Biſhops and 
« Prieſts * | 


Sir, here's nothing but powder and noile , 
for a man may be a Schiſmarick, though 
he lives next door to a Cathedral, and a man 
may be a member of the Catholick Church, 
though he he caſt upon rerra incognita, For 
we muſt ſuppoſe that this unfortunate man, 
who is to be caſt upon ſome new Iſle of pro- 
vidence, is a very pious member of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and never made any mali- 
cious ſeparation from the Government of 
it ; and therefore having never cut himſelf 
off from the communion of the Church by 
any a& of his own, he ſhall ſtill be ac- 
counted a member of it, and retain a ver- 
tual union with ic, and ſhall have an intereſt 

in 
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in its Prayers aud Devotions , and God 
will (upply his ſpiritual neceſhcies, and be his 


Prieft. 


I never dream't of ſuch an abſolute necefſi- 
ty of Biſhops and Prieſts, as if a Chriſtian 
could in no caſe enter into life, withour their 
condu& and Miniſtry ; All Iaflerr, is this, 
that the ordinary appointed method of being 
united to Chriſt, and poſleſſed of the ad- 
vantages of Chriſtianity, is to live under 
the Authority and Miniſtry of the Biſhops 
and Prieſts of the Catholick Church , 
when that priviledge can be enjoyed ; and 
therefore if we ſuppoſe a man to be caſt up- 
on ſome remote uninhabited 'Tfland beyond 
211 the lines of actual communication with the 
Church, yet under this necefſity he is as 
ſafe as if he dwelt within the Province of 
Canterbury, and maintained a Prieſt in his 
own Family ; and though he may a while 
live an unfortunate ſolitary life, yer I doubr 
not, bur after his death, 'norwithſtanding 
this misfortune. he ſhall be received into the 
innumerable company of Angels, and the 
Catholick Aſſembly of the Church in 
Heaven. 


But thoſe men who live within the com- 
paſs and juriſdiction of the Catholick 
Church, 
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Church, and may enjoy all the advantages 
of Prieſthood, and yer ſhall wholly divide 
rhemſelves from the Communion and Mi- 
niſtry of all Biſhops and Prieſts 3 I think 
ſuch men tempt God by that extraordina- 
ry preſumption, and adventure their eternal 
intereſt upon diſputable terms, and hazard- 
ous uncertainties. 


We are aſſured by Reaſon and Divine 
Oracles, that 224an doth mot live by bread 
alone , it is not abſolutely neceſſary that we 
ſhould eat or drink, to ſupport our animal 
beings. You know 24oſes when he con- 
vers'd with Angels upon the Mount, did 
not eat in forty daics and forty nights, his 
appetite being ſuſpended, and his bodily 
frailty ſupported by an extraordinary divine 
power : but yer it a man having plenty at 
command-ſhould from this inſtance of ſes 
fry the experiment, to live without meac or 
drink, I believe he would dye like a Fool, 


 anddeſerve the burial of an Als. 


_. *Tisnot indiſpenſably necelſary for a man 
to embarque in Ship or Boat, when he de- 
Fens a Voyage” beyond Sea, for we know 
St. Peter ( being upheld by a power ſtrong- 
cr than his fears ) did walk upon the waves : 
but if a man being deſigned for Holland, and 

having 
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having a good Ship before him, and court- 
ed into it, by Owner, Maſter and Pilor, 
ſhould yet truſt to a tread-water faith, and 
adventure to footit to Amſterdam, I fancy 
the man would drown, long before he come 
rothe Texe/. Sir, a Ship is ſuch atrite Em- 
blemof the Church, that 1 will leave this al- 
lufion to your application, 


And now Sir, Cenſorio Politico goes off, but 
there appears a Stateſman of War, who 
threatens nothing” bur fireand ſinking ; for 
he vows by the Scorch Covenant, «© That 
« Epiſcopacy is alterable, and not jure dzvi- 
&« 70, that it is but a model of humane contri- 
<« yance, and therefore being bur of civil con- 
« ſtitution, a ſeparation from that Govern- 
© ment may be Sedition, but ic cannot amount 
«ro Schiſm in my notion. | 


Sir, this is the old Popiſh and Presbyteri- 
an cavil ; for the talians in the Council 
of Trent, were of the ſame judgement with 
our Exgliſh Afſembly of Divines, and will 
not allow Epiſcopacy to be jure aivino for 
fear of deſtroying the two greateſt Idols in 
the world, Papacy and Presbytery. 


I am infallibly aſſured, thar Prieſthood 
has a divine right, and I amcertain that the 
whole 
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whole Catholick Church for fifteen hun- 
dred years knew no other method of con- 
ferring Prieſthood, but by Epiſcopal autho- 
rity - but that Epiſcopacy is jure divino 

hath been learnedly and ſubſtantially afſert- 
_ ed by Biſhop Taylor, Dr. Hammond, and 
| | Biſhop Hal; and 1 never ſaw an anſwer to 
thoſe claborate diſcourſes, and therefore the 
Church of Zxglazd is yet in full poſſeſſion 
of that Doctrine : and I humbly adviſe the 
\ Doftor firſt to engage with thoſe great 
Champions, and if he criumphs upon them, 
he will have a very eafie Conqueſt over me. 


Sir, I am not able to add any thing to 
, thoſe Worthies, but I will give you my pri- 
vate thoughts of Epiſcopacy. 


I obſerve that though the Chriſtian 
World had in all Ages vehement contenti- 
ons and Controverſies about ſome Articles 
and Doctrines of Religion, yet no Council 
or Society of Chriſtians did ever diſpute the 
form of Government ; but notwithſtanding 
their differences of opinion, did yet for fit- 
teen hundred years together univerſally ac- 
quieſce in the, government of Biſhops, who 
in a facceth® line did deſcead from the 
Apoſtles ; and fo notwithhanding their 
Dogmartical diviſions, they ſtill were united 

into 
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into aft intire body of one Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Church. | 


Now when I conſider that theſe Chriſti- 
ans who liv'd in ſeveral Centuries, and Na- 
tions diſtinguiſhed by diverfities of Language 
and varieties of opinion and intereſt, did all 
ſettle themſelves under Epiſcopal authority, 
this conſideration made me firſt preſume that 
Epiſcopacy might be that pattern of Govern- 
ment, which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles 
npon Mount Oliver, or at leaſt was eſta- 
bliſh'd by ſome ſuch unſcrupled Authority 
as did not become the Chriſtian Church co 
call in queſtion. 


I am ſure chat neither pride, covetouſneſs 
or ambition, conld ever be the original of 
Epiſcopal Authority ; for I find almoſt thir- 
ty Biſhops in a continued ſucceſſion from the 
Apoſtles in the Chair of Rowe, who wore 
no other Crown or Mytre, but that of Mar- 
ryrdom. And I have grear. reaſon to 
believe that Door O's Conveanticle in 
London, is of more yearly profit, than was 
St. Cypriar's Primacy of Africa, and a great- 
er revenue, than the Biſhoprick of Rome in 
che firſt three hundred years ; &nd therefore 
I cant underſtand what reaſon upon earth 
could have tempted any Chriſtian into an 
Epiſco- 


Aa. ac: OA. Ad donde on. ox 


= » 


od. 


(113) 

Epiſcopal Throne, under the Reign of the 
Pagan and perſecuting Emperours, if they 
had not thought themſelves oblig'd ro conti- 
nue that ſucceſſion of Government, and ſup- 
ply thar place by an ordinance from Heaven. 


I have a great eſtcem and compaſſion for 
the Greek Church ; for though they have 
no Lands nor Revenues to maintain the 
Honour, yet they till retain the Order of 
Biſhops, Now I confider that the Chriſti- 
an Church was firſt founded in that part 
| ofthe World, and the firſt Builders did moſt 
| eſpecially uſe the language of the Greeks, 
and ſome of the Greek Fathers did converſe 
) with the Apoſtles, the Maſter-builders, and 
therefore this Church above all others may 
iQ reaſon be {uppoled moſt exactly ro know 
the model of the firſt Temple, Now I ne- 
ver heard of a Presbytery in Aſia, or of a 
Greek Lay-Elder ; and I can give no rea- 
{ fon, why the Greek Church ſhould be fo 
tenacious of Epiſcopal Government, it they 
were aot evidently aflured, that that Autho- 
rity was of Divine Inſtitution ; for elſe 
Presbytery, or Independency were far more 
conſiſtent with their poverty and Captivity, 
than Epiſcopab juriſdiction. 


Befices all this, Calvin,Becer, Melantthon, 
| Zanchimns, 
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Zinchius and all the Divines of the Au- 


guſtan Confeſhon did declare, that Epiſco- | | 


pacy was a very antient Church-Govern- 
ment, and that it was ordain'd ad tollexda 
ſchiſmata to prevent factions and confuſtons 
in the Chriſtian Church. Now ſeeing 'tis 
oSranted that Epiſcopacy by its very form 
and nature is the moſt proper and expedient 
Government to preſerve the unity of the 
Church, have we not reaſon to preſume, that 
our Lord, who ſo carefully defigned the 
peace andorder of his Kingdomupon earth, 
ſhould himſelf appoint that Government, 
which does moſt naturally and certainly tend 
co the unity of it £ 


There is nothing more afflicts my 
thoughts, than the contradictory Platforms 
of Church Government, or the eſtabliſh'd 
Diviſions of Chriſtendom : Iam nor fo deep- 
ly concerned for the differences of Opinion, 
for I hope there may come an Ageſo wiſe 
and confining as the , Chriſtian World 
may diſcern and retra& their miſtakes, at 
leaſt to be ſocalm and ſober, as not to vio- 
late the Sacred obligations of Charity and 
Communion , for a differing ſentiment : 
But if ſeveral Nations, or Societies of Chri- 
ſtians may caſt themſelves into contrary 
Models of Church Government, according 
ro 
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tothe vgrieties of their humours or intereſts 5 
ehis will turn the Kingdom of Feſw into a 


Babel, perperuate our Schiſms and Animoſi-. 


ties, andſo fatally fix ourDiviſions, that no- 
 thingwillputanend to the Churches Flames, 
* butthe conflagration of the World. | 


Secondly, . this Gentleman will not have 
; Epiſcopacy to be jure divins, becauſe there 
- may ariſe ſuch emergencies of Stare, as may 
require. an alteration of Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment inthe Church 5 For he inſinuates that 
- the Government of Biſhops inthe Church is 
| not confiſtent with all Models of State, for 
| our Politico's will allow Epiſcopacy only to 
| be adapted. co Monarchical Regiment, but 
think it cannot be bent ro the figure of any 
other Civil Government, They fancy 
Presbytery: has the moſt natural alliance to 
Ariſtocracie, and. the Lay-Elders to be 
Couſin-Germans to Democracie. 


I. To affirm that Epiſcopacy isalterable, 
becauſe it.is nor of Divine right, is fallacy, 
that my Logician calls petirio prixcipti ; the 
Gentleman muſt firſt ſtrongly prove, ' thar 
Epiſcopacy is not jure div5n0 , and then per- 
haps we may admit: his conſequence, and 
grantit to bealterable 3 but I do not remem- 
ver one Argument that the City-Gentleman 
gave 
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' char Epiſcoþacy:va3no Divine wſlitiricu 
Weave nothing birhis Tonfideaps 9 hat 
#,.and/T. hope itil net we chought affrem 


or Rebeltion to OYING Ns þ eps 
private authoricy.-. 


2) "He infinnaces | 'a-pdlitiok yealon wh 
6 :piliLopacy - \nowſt be ver pcarprobess 
hanna it istivt - aired: 10/Ewhiy ichiingeaaad 
formof Qrare:Gotidarnont, »!Now: Iammes 
1olved:'ro examine This Oil Yurutmane,'d | 
amſo far of the Srateſfinan's witd)'Hat 21 
xbit ſeverdl ijuftforins ind'eftablihitnans of 
Secular GoyertigitnrIare: jus AHN; Wd 
' that - ahcit TWpdRtive Sudjd&s abe;" 
obliged by a Divine Law toobeprhen Ge 
ens, rig 1 believe'the' Republic of9#- 
ice; which 'had: a honeſt atgd! idl 
Drigina}, is4s,muchof Divine pin, whe 
Monarchy of #r2m0e.<. Nl 


Butas for '©burch:Governnie,our-Locd 
hath rokdais,chhgi a Kieuthoaks Pc Ge- of 
#his71arid,"andchnefoite T oikfanty thi 
$he Chand , whickris ChrifPvKigedon, 'yyds 
ow 4 peculiar Government wf qes own, 

wasnot Jefgned to-berſo far Secular, 4s 
to:have no-prbpec conſtienibm: of! 115 08, 
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y84rs; 1,2 fpre in thols Bien Geamriess: 
there W63e., other farms. of Civil Govern-, by 
ment in Chriſtendom befide Emyire or Mo-; * 
narchy, yet all chat time Epiſcopacy was 
ynajoered, 20d did yery happily confiſt wah 
Wriigtgs: of Secular Regimenss; I 


believe Alexandria was & free City, or 4 
king of:D ough 1 6k 
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of, Civil Goverhmens, is confyced,» 
jage, pracice of fifceen hugdred-: 
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al Patent orant the Biſhopof Gentvi,the ho?! 
nour of a Principality, yet S:mlerws tells us, 


that the free City of Geneva did ſafely 


enjoy their proper immunities and liberties z | 
and believe they were a freer City under 


the juriſdiction of their antient Biſhops, than 


ever they were fince under their new Model ' | 


of Presbytery. | 


Sir, I hope the Monarchy of England will 
ſand as long as the Britiſþ Ocean flows, but; 
Jet us ſuppoſe, ( chough I abhor the fuppo-' 
ſition) let ns ſappoſe I ay, thatthis Mo-: 
narchy ſhonld decline to an Ariſtocracie; or | 


wich the noiſe of-Liberty be cheated into a 


Commonwealth ; yet Sir, any man notwith- | 
ſanding theſe forefights and profpeRs of 


poſſibilities, may ſafely ſwear never to en- 


deavour the alteration of Epiſcopal Govern- | 


ment : for chough 1 believe that Papacy 
and Presbytery,-can- never' be honourable 
friends co any ſort' of Civil Governmenr, 
yet I am ſure the Biſhops of Zzg/and, (who 
are of che ſame' conſtitution and Religion 
with the good old Biſhops of the firſt four 
Ceaturies ) will ever pay a Chriſtian and 
peaceable deference to all Civil Superiours, 
by what forms or title ſo everthey may be 
diſtinguiſhed, FL FT, ue 


Si; 
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Sir; did you never hear of a ſtrange Book - 
that dropt out of the Clouds like a fire-ball, 
which (ifit had not lackily burar our in the 
ſtreet ) might: have put Zoxdop into ahot-- 
ter flame than the fire in' Sixty fix 5 The 
deftgn of the Book was to _— that the. 
Kingdom of Exg/and did not ſtand upon rerre 
firma, bur like a floating Ifland was to move' 
and change according' to the varieties of 
Scate-emergency-or-popular humours ; this 
prodigie once-I ſaw, and there I found a: 
prodigious reaſon, why conſidering and con-: 
ſcientious Gentlemen oughc not to ſwear. ne- 
verto alter theeſtabliſh'tGovernment of the 
Church ; viz, beckuſe ' there'! were. many; 
thihgs in the Canons and Licurgie;: Articles 
and 'Homilies of the Church, :chac-might-or 
onghtro bealtered,' oo 


. Now Sir, perhaps the deſign may be clear, 
but as for the reaſon, it is ſtill in #wbib ae, 
Tever thought che njeramorphofis of men into 
Wolves, were: btit melancholy'dreams and 
fables; bur- if ir*could be really 'effeed, 
that a man - could be transformed from hu- 
man ſhape into a Wolf or Tyger;'this muſt 
be granted robea/ſabſtancial alteration. But 
if a man, who was accuſtom'd to:wear ſhort 
Hair and along Beard, and Spaniſh Breeches, 
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"> ſhould for ſome private reaſons or emergen- 


Ms: mode, ſhave bath his Head 
id,apd. Wear Peruſe and Pamaloongs, ' 
I fould- fancy qhis were jib alte-- 
ration, of the Governmept. of Ge 
ral ; forthe: man were xhe-ſamei 
man ſtill; norwyhtangingthofe cixcumtaps 
tial: $::; "Tk: tingny 69 Ini}. 3; 
Monarchy 3ntb.g Commonryealch , qr Epic, - 
ſeopery: ine Presbyrerys,wers; an effential. 

of theeftabliſh't Gayargment 4 bus 6g 
repeal an dld $5gqutÞs or, $QFgact ANeW.ON6y; 


cioeny 


is:no altcemion of the: Monarchy 3. and ixbg: 
Canons; 'Articks, a6 Homili 
che: Church:may, in ſome chiogs be:gleered 


withoutaoy: lubRentigh 8leerarian of Epilco+ 
pal- Goheramaone; . 'Fherafgre his: was: got 


the: grand:Biaſen: for xefuling; che eſtabli- 


ſhing Oath, there was ſame arher lecwer. i 
it, that vill not become me to _ 
get, d yon null of; roefege 
San it 1131: &34:AO16917 - 911] 

» ix, I\beg paxdoo\far.ch 
was 2 fuddbn.ga}e, that. chys hucried mehe- , 
yoo: my pbigk of the FegiapaGr Fon voy] 
reſolve for the. bby in 'E 


Chor ; bur: ifthe eclrns 
Bre-bip age, te ca, hola 
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-- Yirke you rtiade rhe pablick, 1 haye had 
my vaticties and' concrakitions of Cen+ 
ſures paſs'd upon me, as the old Srarne had at 
Rome, of which Remunaus ſpeaks in his Book 
de Fabula Foanne onefancied it was deſign'd 
for the Blefled Virgin, another chought ic 
did repreſent Pope Foar, ( whom though 
forme *queſtion'd whether ever ſhe liv'd a 
Pope; Yet 'aM agree ſhe dyed no Virgin ; ) 
Another believ'd it was the Statue of ſome 
eminegt Pape, and a fourth did chink 
ic ſome of Idol of Pagan Rome : Thus 
ſome of our Sectaries report me a Pa- 
piſt, and I heard of a Popiſh Prieſt chat 
call'd me Heretick : 7. C. for gaovd req 
{on fayes , the Author and the Book are 
both filly thingsz and I am certainly in- 
form'd, that another Leader of a Conven- 
ticle did believe the Book was compos'd 
by -a-Ctob, -and fo "by that complement 
of comprehenſion, allows me brains e- 
nough for an Aſſembly of Divines. 
It is my honour and ſatisfaction , thar 
I hear no 'man' ſpeak evil of me, thar 
ſpeaks well of the Government, And 
if you will cruſt my opinion of the 
Author , I have great reaſon to believe 
that he is a plain Honeſt man, who 
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heartily loves his Prince and Country ; | 


and . is "a Refolv'd Member, of che Re: | 


formed , Carholick Church of Zn: 
gland, and, | SA 


© | Twp afuedfried 
| TIS 4nd Servant, | 
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